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Wilt the Beast, Cl8 enforcer 
confronts World In Action 
camera crew. 


I n a disquieting development, leading anti-fast im magazine 
Searchlight, who. for a number of years have been campaigning for CI8 
to be proscribed as a terrorist organisation, now claim that it was in fact 
set up by MI5. What is particularly startling is that up until March this year 
Searchlight have been 

actively lobbying on behalf of MI510 he given the task of dealing with Combat 
18. They argued that Special Branch were not up to the job. and that a national 
response* was needed. MW. il was argued, could he used to form that 'national 
force* But. according u> the April edition of the magazine, a master-servant 
relationship' exits between MW and Special Branch, with the latter under 
instruction not to interfere with CIS. Furthermore, in addition to lobbying for 
MIS. Searchlight also have over the last two years been the source of numerous 
articles in the press, as well as three major TV documentaries designed to bring 
the existence of CIS to the attention of the public Many militants in the anti¬ 
fascist movement regard the value of these exposes with scepticism, especially 
as the information on which they were based was kept a closely-guarded secret 
from them and hoarded, until revealed by one section of the media or another 
as an 'exclusive*. Not much satisfaction there if your skull has been fractured 
in the meantime Not only that, the ballyhoo associated with the revelations 
wus sometimes fell to be more reminiscent of an advertising campaign rather 
than a devastating denunciation Especially since il was well known that C18 
had good strategical reasons to celebrate their resultant celebrity. Given 
Searchlight’s pivotal role in regard to intelligence data, the importance to the 
entire anti-fascist movement of the questions arising from the Searchlight 
disclosure does not need underlining. If Searchlight was unaware of the 
master/servant relationship existing between MI5 and SB then their reputation 
as legitimate experts on the far-right is in tatters It means that for three years 
they were duped Alternatively, if as they have hinted, they suspected it was a 
honey irap all along then they were attempting to dupe everyone else. Either 
they were promoting MW in complete ignorance of the CI8 connection, or 
they were promoting CI8 in blissful ignorance of its MW origins. While these 
and a number of alternative scenarios are possible, the real explanation behind 
this menage a (rots is probably even more self-scrvingly cynical. 


society is to ignore the political reality 
that society is itself racist. That 
millions do not share middle-class 
values, or that working-class racists 
might empathise with the villains 
rather than the victims, is regarded 
with indifference or dismissed as 
inconceivable. Black propaganda that 
can be exploited by its target is of 
dubious value, and nine times out of 
ten. counter-productive. A recent BNP 



To no-one’s great surprise. World in 
Action followed up the Lansdownc 
Road fiasco with yet another expose* 
of Cl8. Since the World in Action 
premier in April *V3. one and a half 
hours of pnmc lime TV has been 
devoted to exposing Cl8. with 
Channel Four’s 'Despatches*, trans¬ 
mitted in October squeezed m 
between the WlA offerings. The latest 
promo . in March this year, followed 
exactly the same format as the other 
two. Wild, largely unsubstantiated 
claims, atmospheric music, sobbing, 
unsympathetic victims, doorstep 
confrontations with snarling villains 
and. dominating the latest effort, a 
fake 'cock-cmcy* voiceover from an 
a-c-t-o-r. sounding like a flower-seller 
from Brief Encounter* crossed with 
the Harry Enfield character. 
Chulmley-Warncr. 


Like the criticisms made of many TV 
sitcoms, this was 'hard-hitting* 
documentary from the middle-classes 
to be consumed by the middle-classes 
Where the former are designed to 
promote a feeling of security and 
smug well-being by presenting society 
as homogeneous tie middle-class), the 
documentary approach is to trigger a 
feeling of disquiet, revulsion and 
disgust within the same strata But. of 
course. British society is not homoge¬ 
neous. it is in fact, like much of the 
rest of Europe, increasingly polarised, 
in particular with regard to the twin 
issues of race and immigration. 

So to present CIM as the common 
enemy, an agency of retribution and 
vengeance against the multi-cultural 
society, and to portray the activities of 
the far-right generally as a criminal 
conspiracy hy racists against decent 


publication exults: ‘*1 don't think that 
the Anti-Nazi League realise the 
large number of gangs, soccer crews, 
and just basic lads who like a good 
scrap, and who have been impressed 
hy the image of the ‘nazis’ that has 
been portrayed hy the whingeing left 
in the media. Il has been a constant 
source of amazement to see the 
number of heavies approaching 
known nationalists und offering 
respect and assistance". The appear 
ancc of the ANL on Right to Reply 
following the Dispatches broadcast 
was in belated recognition of the 
damage caused to its credibility by 
alktwing Despatches to depict them as 
a hunch of defenceless wimps. While 
accurate enough, this did little to boost 
the already jittery morale of its own 
membership. 

As was the case in the previous 
efforts, the portrait of Cl8 was 
familiar, malevolent, omnipotent and 
larger than life, the authorities were 
bumbling und inept. Anti-fascism 
feeble und impotent. All the fascists 
were working-class with alleged 
criminal connections, while the 
opposition are hand- 
wringing liberal 
I KM II types In ihe latest 


documentary, one of the many victims 
acknowledges that even thinking 
about her encounter with C18 induces 
fear*. 

Typically. World in Action's closing 
shots were of a CIS activist. *Wilf the 
Beast*, confronting a camera crew. He 
tries to grab the camera, there is a 
scuffle, immediately he launches 
another attack. Suddenly one of the 
camera crew screeches a warning: 
••George, watch out’ The man s got a 
screwdriver!" Cue music, credits 
roll. The impression being conveyed 
is that things are out ol control. The 
message? Something must he done. 
The question is what?* 

CIS present themselves in their own 
propaganda as a serious outfit who 
ain't having it': seriously political and 
seriously insane Let them hale so 
long as they fear* etc The media 
follows suit. Why*’ Only Searchlight 
can answer these questions. 

The media coverage following the 
vandalism within lainsdownc Road 
was an unexpected propugundu 


windfall for CIS. Initially it was put 
down to 'mindless violence . then. on 
the strength of a couple of leaflets, the | 
NF were mentioned By Friday the 
BNP had been brought into the frame, 
and. incidentally, denied any involve¬ 
ment. hut it probably wasn’t until the 
week end that CIS were given full 
national and international credit. 
Il is now an established fad. CIK were 
responsible for the not* in Dublin, 
and the responsibility for that lies 
entirely with Searchlight 

There arc two principle reasons for 
this. One. Searchlight's raison d'etre is 
to colled datu and information on the 
•divines ol the far right This infor¬ 
mation is then analysed and published 
in a monthly magazine. Searchlight 
also provides valuable information to 
the broad anti-fascist movement on a 
non-sectarian basis; trom each 
according to his ability, to each 
according to his needs Or mi they 
would have you believe. In return lor 
this generosity of spirit, in return 

Continued Over 


Method in 
Our Madness 


O n 2Kth April, the 
BNP organised a 
mass canvassing / 
Icaflctting session on the 
Cox more Estate in 
Kirkhy. Ashficld The 
Midlands region of AFA 
organised around 80 
people on the day. with 
the intention of stopping 
this event. Due to the 
efforts of AFA. the 
fascists have been 
unuhle to organise with 
any success in the hast 
Midlands tor some time 
now. and they see 
Kirkhy as a last stand 
On the day, BNP scouts 
were located on the High 
Street, and they oblig¬ 
ingly led AFA to the 
main body of Icaflctlcrv 
However. AFAs way 
was blocked hy a 
sizeable body of police. 


including dog ■ 
handlers and B*“ 
horses L| 

The police H 
demanded that K^fl 
AFA turn buck;|^fl 
AFA refused and M|| 
were subsequently 
hull hi charged. Ofi 

leaving one BH 
member hospi BH 
lulised with his leg EQ 
broken m five By 
places and withB^ 
serums dog bites 
The police continued to 
gel between AFA and 
the BNP. hut the lascists 
insisted in running off. 
in full view of the local 
residents, who were no 
doubt suitably 

impressed hy this show 
of strength 

Under heavy police 
guard, the AFA 


contingent were 

escorted to the edge ol 
the csiatc When they 
attempted to make theil 
way hack to the High 
Street, their way wav 
once again, blocked hy 
the police who. once 
again, baton charged, 
causing several injuries. 

ONT1NUED PAGE 8 H 










m 




fur this free-flow of information from 
Searchlight (here to • free flow of 
information from activist* up and 
down the country to Searchlight. But 
of course, all information is not 
published and all information is 
definitely not free. As an item in Hill 
street News points out: “Searchlight 
staff, as professionals, expect to get 
paid for their work**. For as well as 
being an information bureau for the 
anti fascist movement. Searchlight is 
more than happy to provide a similar 
service for the media. For a price. And 
as far as the media is concerned, infor¬ 
mation is only really valuable if it is 
exclusive. So anything of interest to 
anti-fascism is also likely to appeal to 
the media. And. increasingly, as far as 
Searchlight are concerned, he who 
pays the piper calls the tune, so the 
media comes first, second and third. 
Even old news can be valuable as long 
as it is exclusive, or packaged as a 
theme. So while Searchlight often 
provide the media with specific infor 
maiion on request, as pan of a purely 
commercial tr an sa c tion, as a supple¬ 
ment to their income, they also feed 
the media the occasional theme' 
story; fascists *n' football, fascists ‘n* 
guns, fascists n' drugs, fascists n’ 
loyalists, etc. While this collaboration 


would also have its financial element, 
it would ad .of coarse, he any old 
Mory. but one which flu in with 
Searchlight's political agenda. 
Searchlight’s political agenda, 
commercial interests apart, is the 
second and primary reason that CIS 
were exposed 

In co-operation with the News of the 
World. Searchlight were involved with 
exposing CIS oa three successive 
Sundays; ten days before, three days 
before and the Sunday after 
Lansdownc Road. Lead stories, 
mostly, followed up by double-page 
spreads. In ratio and television inter¬ 
views during this time Searchlight also 
claimed that the CIS publication 
’Putsch’ had predicted the riot. 


data. Undoubtedly there were fascists 
actively involved in the violence in 
Dublin: AFA has already identified a 
substantial number, particularly from 
the Midlands. But that in itself is of no 
real significance, because for yean 
now. the supporters that foMow 
England, often from the more obscure 
clubs, have distinguished themselves 
by their vocal support for the various 
causes the far-right champion. So if 
there was violeacc in Dublin, where’s 
the surprise? Of the 4.UUU strong 
crowd, probably eight out of ten of 
them would he up for it ’No Surrender 
to the IRA' is. after all. their anthem 

Excepting that no evidmtr has been 
presented to suggest that CIK opera¬ 
tives were even there, what is the 
motive for insisting that organisation 
was exclusively responsible’’ The 
reason is simple. Searchlight has 


Bouraeois Incre 


As the evening ware on. the TV channels sought to exptam the context of and 
background to die mayhem Marketplace tRTB I) went peculiarly sociological 
for a finance programme, with Miriam (H’allagtun interviewing Kogan Taylor 
of Liverpool University and (tony (iaMe of Sean Might magazine about Combat 
18. the bntat:xntppe of the Notional Front “You really mean to say this was 
about politics ’" said Miriam with bourgeois incredulity 

Well. yes. they assured her. it was about politics of a sort The neo-Nazis support 
the- North s loyalists and they had come to Dublin “to try to wreck the peace 
process " Nobody mentioned Red Action, the far left s answer to Combat 18 
Red Action supports the IRA and has clashed with the National Front in a 
number of British cities in the lost few years The North has an exhilarating 
“sectarian chic” for British morons seeking to justify their violence 
Irish Times. February IS. IW5 

It seems thai your average memher of the British National Party I BNP) unwinds 
after a hard week trying to build an electoral hose in the Last I jxI of Umdon by 
giving Nazi salutes, destroying sections of fora hall stadiums, injuring dozens of 
people (including children, for (kid's sake) 

It should he stressed that there were no more than 40 or 90 fascists among the 
crowd of over 4.018) English supporters, around I* The vast majority of 
England Ians »cc those involved in the violence as animals Those arrested at 
Lansdownc. however, do not fit the stereotype of a fascist (thick, unemployed 
Working-class yobbos). The trouble makers seem to have been very wcll-hcelcd 
indeed 

Joe O'Connor was in the departure lounge at Umdon airport ihc day before the 
game In the Sunday Tribune he wrote that while some of the rowdies wore 
yeans. T-shirts and Dues, many had well-cut fashionable suits and mobile phones 

Soriattst Worker, March IW 

In the aftermath of the footholl violence in Dublin, there were wild accusations 
that most of these young men belonged to fascist organisations I simply don't 
believe this What no-one wants in admit t% that these represent your normal 
working man 

Some anti-fascist groups have resorted to ‘direct action’ to combat the neo-Nazi 
threat at football grounds The Trotskyist Red Action and A*Ni-Fascist Actum 
(AFA) combine the distribution of leaflets to fans outside slodhims with onacks 
on what they call the ‘racists’ 

Danny is the AFAs general’ who runs gangs taking on the Fash’ His face is 
scarred from a decade of dashes “If you don’t attack them they art Ihft to 
organise politically If you attack them they can’t do that ." ’ * 

Why is it that these anti-fascist organisations arc predominantly White and mate 0 
Their desire to meet violence with violence on behalf of oppressed Black people 
is only an excuse for White men to have a good ruck. This type of rivalry has 
become a kind of war game where rac ism is the red rag lor men to lest toetr 
masculinity. 

Tony Sewell. The Voice. 28/2*5 


established a very lucrative franchise 
in delation to C18. The April edition of 
Searchlight boasts that following 
events to Dublin; “Searchlight was 
deluged by over 200 media requests 
for help and infomuRkm “ This to 
perfectly understandable after all. 
Searchlight discovered’ them. To 
anti-fascist militants on the ground 
they were and still arc the same 
motley hunch, operating under a new 
nom de guerre. No mote, no leas. 
(Indeed, in m interview in a French 
underground magazine, "terror Elite'. 
spokesman Charlie Sargent acknowl¬ 
edges that it was because of the 
activities of Red Action and AFA (hat 
they were forced to form their own 
organisation and hit bnck). 

White Wolves 

No more, no leu' doesn't, of course, 
imereti the media - (he 'glamour' of 
para military violence does. That to 
why Gerry Gable is playing Max 
Gifford to Charlie Sargent’s Antonia 
De Sanctis Though they may on the 
surface he bitter enemies, the de facto 
relationship remains, for the moment, 
mare like agent and client. Searchlight 
have established exclusive rights to the 
CI8 story, and so naturally are inter 
ested in promoting the notoriety of 
their protege. Cl* concur They have 
no electoral ambitions, and (hey 
eschew electoral poHtics. 
Consequently, if they offer no conven¬ 
tional political threat, it is vital they 
carry a physical threat. Nor. as might 
he imagined, ore they interested in 
notoriety fur its own sake, as the 
blustering propaganda in their own 
publications might suggest. In a much 
more sober document, notoriety is not 
teen as a means in itself, but a means 
to an end. a vital part of an 
over all strategy. A strategy, purely 
and simply, for race war. 

The strategy of leaderlcss rests 
lance', to outlined in a sixteen page A4 
document, entitled "The While 
Wolves” which first appeared in the 
beginning of ‘94. Though the “While 
Wolves" is depicted within the 
document as an embryonic organisa¬ 
tion within its own right, it is now 
generally accepted (including 
Searchlight Jan 95) that this is merely 
a CIH flag of convenience The 
strategy, as outlined, is indistinguish¬ 
able from C18’s modus operandi. and. 
more importantly, not at all implau¬ 
sible. Indeed, the fatal subbing of 
Richard Everett, a white sixteen 
year-old. in an area of Camden 
with a history of racial skirmishing, 
with which a number of Asian kids 
have been charged is precisely the 
kind of development that CIH has in 
mind. Condensed. it reads: 
"All of todays patriotic groups are 
happily acting as the Establishment's 
safety valve young whites willing to 
make massive sacrifices to defend 
their race and territory neutralised 
and sucked into menial unproductive 
activities |ekction»| M is important 
these groups |BNP. ctc| exist, if only to 
act as a source of recruits for the 
physical struggle we must wage to 
take our country hack . .To be blunt an 
immigrant lamily isn't going to be hall 
as scared of dozens of nationalist 
leaflets coming through his door as 
one nationalist petrol bomb coming 
through his window . .our mam line of 
attack must be the immigrants 
themselves , if this is done regularly 
and effectively and brutally the aliens 
will respond by attacking whites at 
random it is true that racial attacks 
are taking place even now. hut they fail 
i to spark immigrants into serious 
reaction because they recognise that 
such attacks are the work of 
isolated individuals. A phone call to 
the press. . .claiming responsibility for 
a knife or petrol attack 15 minutes 
earlier |by CIH| ..is bound to create 
more fear and hatred than just another 
racial attack. The greater the shock, 
the greater the chance for a tit-for-tat 
war... we do not believe 
that we alone can win the race war. 
hut we can start it’” 

The document envisages Cl8 
“operating on two levels. One. on a 
conventional level, where they reqru|l 
tried and trusted elements of like mind 
who have been heavily involved oyer 
a number of yean. So publicity to not 
’ nctdbd to JPCrtJit The only people they 


might want to attract directly they 
already know. The second level to to 
encourage the setting up of 
autonomous cells to take part in 
systematic provocations against the 

The provocations are designed to 
create the justification for black retal¬ 
iation. followed by a ‘wtutelash’ 

The ominous potential of such a 
strategy is heightened by the regular 
denunciations by groups like the ANL 
of any attempts at retaliatory targeting 
o! fascist activists, even when the 
ANL themselves are the victims. In 
similar situations, petitions ate not 
likely to satisfy Asian youth. 
'Retaliations' will still occur, but in the 
absence of collaboration with more 
experienced anti-fascists or accurate 
intelligence, they will and can 
only he arbitrary and indiscriminate, 
which, as we have seen is 
the envisaged response. 
The document continues. “There to no 
need for u command structure of any 
sort within |CI8| We’re not trying to 
take on the British Army.” Though 
cells would be along conventional 
terrorist* lines, with intelligence 
officers etc. “sophisticated weaponry 
is not needed to start (he ball rolling. 
The fight must start now with simple 
weapons which anyone can find or 
use...as previously staled the hulk of 
our activity must he copy-able, so if 
you're only prepared to throw a hock 
through a window - do it. Claim |CI8| 
responsibility, then do it again." 


So. unlike conventions! organisations, 
propaganda is not concentrated at what 
is deemed its own constituency, which 
in CI8's case is (he white working- 


CIH acknowledge that while any 
immigrant community would he terri¬ 
fied by a petrol bomb through the 
window, the ability of any act of 
violence to panic or stampede a 
community is reduced if the attacks are 
perceived as random and unconnected, 
if the attackers are anonymous, or 
cqually. if the victims are ignorant of 
the motive and reputation of the organ¬ 
isation responsible To put it another 
way; if you don't already know what 
CIK means. CI8 means nothing Hu* 


imagined The CI8 strategy demands 
that all publicity is bad publicity; "Let 
them hate so long as they fear", etc. 

Searchlight knows the possible conse¬ 
quences of promoting them as 
supcmazis better than anyone, so 
what's the game? From the outset, 
purely in the interests of self-promo¬ 
tion. the Searchlight modus operand) 
isr to try to command a monopoly 
of intelligence on the far-right. 
Parallel organisations are. to saV the 
least, frowned upon. Individuals or 
organisations deemed to be 
rivals ruthlessly denounced. 

On Sunday March 5 The Observer 
carried a story on CI8. The apparent 
failure of the journalists to acknowl¬ 
edge Searchlight's pre-eminence in the 
field resulted in them being described 
is ; inept jerks, whose contribution 
made proper journalists and experts on 
the far-righf fall about with laughter ’ 
It went on : The most farcical 
clement’ of the Observer affair was 


I One of Cl8 s stated 
aims to that 
members stnve for 
The optimum 
pnyucn common 
(above) C181 
‘Guv'nor, looking 
like a garttf in a 
designer shirt. Tima 
to gat on your tread¬ 
mill. Charlie? 

that another Observer journalist had 
already covered the same story 
exactly a year before’ Investigation 
reveals (hat the article in question is 
based on an entirely different 
document. Similarly, failing to pass on 
information promptly is regarded as 
totally amateur, with holding some 
snippet little short of treason. January 
IS 1994. a joint operation initialed by 
AFA and involving, for the first and 
only time, the ANL and YRE resulted 
in what Searchlight reluctantly 
admitted was “a major defeat for the 
nazis of Combat IK and Blood and 
Honour." This didn't prevent 
Searchlight denouncing AFA'* 
“sectarian obstinacy". which, 
according to them, “meant that the 
anti-fascist demonstration missed the 
news deadline for the listings 
magazine Time Out. which probably 
reduced the turnout to oppose the nazis 
by 5(8) people". Total bollocks, of 
course (If any middle-class listings 
magazine could mobilise 500 anti¬ 
fascist militants with the ability to 
disrupt a 1000 strong Blood and 
Honour initiative within a day of it 
hitting the streets, then there would be 
no reason for any organisation, let 
alone AFA. to extol). The real reason 
for the foot-sumping was entirely 
predictable; “AFA failed to inform 
Searchlight...” - first. So. not only 
could Searchlight not claim part of the 
credit, they couldn't even find out 
what went on. The covering report 
contained 13 factual errors. 

Searchlight has to be first. 
Competition rather than co-operation 
to the name of their game. The objec¬ 
tive is firstly, to appear infallible, und 
consequently, indispensable. Once 
they have the whip hand, many groups 
have found themselves in a love/hate, 
cat/mousc relationship, not unlike the 
bond between junkie and pusher. 
Occasionally, they may even flaunt 
their pre-dominance in the intelligence 
domain. Reporting on the visit of an 
American racist attorney to 
Manchester, the March edition of 
Searchlight crowed; “The local radio 
and press corps helped Searchlight 
keep tabs on the visitors and the people 
they met But an anti-fascist group 
| AFA | that now has its national offkx 
in the city appeared oblivious to the 
presence of one the world's foremost 
racial warriors”. And Searchlight 
certainly weren't going to tell them; 
nothing personal, mind, just business. 

For the Searchlight operation to work, 
the absence of serious rivals is 
absolutely vital. One. it allows them to 
comer the intelligence market, and. 
iwo. no-one is in a position of 
authority to invalidate their projec¬ 
tion*. This puts them in pole position; 
allowing them advantage of an 
overview, on which to set their own 
agenda, but also, by a rigidly regulated 
dispensation of information (both true 
and false), attempt to control the 
agendas ol other organisations as well. 
And everything, literally everything, 
the operational effectiveness of the 
broad anti-fascist movement, and even 
the personal safety of individual anti¬ 
fascist activists, is subordinate to the 
Searchlight agenda. For instance, the 
Ami-Ngzi l-eague. who are now the 
public .face of Searchlight s agenda, 
useful for presenting data to the Home 
Secretary, etc. might have believed 
that this arrangement was reciprocal. 
Not a hit of it. Instead, rank and file 
members have been dismayed to 
discover (a), that their names and 
addresses, in substantial quantities, are 
cropping up in a variety of fascist 
publications. and (b). that 




Searchlight's gratitude didn't extend to 
informing them. What's u little fircbombing here 
and them, if the Searchlight agenda and the case 
for (he proscription of CM it enhanced, team to 
be the attitude 

Even in 1989. with Blood and Honour planning 
a major gig in London, featuring seven hands, 
and. with AFA searching fhmtfcally for the 
venue. Searchlight who at a direct reauh of 
AFA’s field wot were informed that it waa in 
Camden, simply act on the information It leaked 
•out. anyway, and Blood and Honour got well 


MI S Crusad e 

In broad terms. Searchlight has always wanted 
the state to take the principle role in the fight 
against racism and fascism. To sell the idea, there 
must first of all exist a substantial threat That 
established, much of its propaganda is spent 
directing and exhorting the police to do - more 
Shortly after Bcackons BNP election success in 
the Isle Of Dogs in May 9.1. Gable in a statement 
earned in the Evening Standard, was partisan and 
unequivocal: "Local police complain that the 
Special Branch arc just not doing their job 
properly. They would be better protected if MI5 
look over." Gable s irritation with the Met's 
Special Branch in particular, “stemmed from its 
refusal to work with other organisations that 
had put together a large amount of intelligence 
on Cl 8.” (Searchlight. April 93) 
From then on. Searchlight were no longer 
campaigning for the stale generally to do 
something, now its campaigning weight was 
publicly and brazenly behind a specific agency 
within the security services MI5. f om 
Searchlight's point of view, eventhough they had 
run a similar campaign against the BNP. the 
public persona of CI8 was ready made for such 
a project; the ideal hook on which to hang the 
pro-MIS crusade This is primarily because the 
Searchlight analysis of C'|K as terrorists out of 
control' is not challenged, least of all by Cl8 
themselves, who reycl in the infamy. For 
instance, unlike the BNP. who denied any 
involvement in the Lansdownc Road riot'. 
Charlie Sargent, in an interview with the Sunday 
Express, was only too happy to hack up the 
Searchlight expose', and went even further - 
insisting he was there! And in the same inter¬ 
view. commenting on a possible prosecution 
following Ihc seizure of Blood and Honour 
material from his home, he remarked: "If I gel 
sent down ii will he a massive shot in the arm lor 
us." Given that green light, the Searchlight edito¬ 
rial of March *95 went completely OTT After a 
ritual dig at Special Branch complacency'. Ihc 
editorial lost all objectivity: "All Ihc fears 
Searchlight and others have expressed u> the 
authorities over the past three years about 
Combat I8*s potential for violence and mayhem 
were realised when Combat 18 na/is orchestrated 
the not at the England v Ireland football match 
in Dublin on 13 February" it raved. "Combat IK 
not only advocates serious violence but has the 
arms with which to carry it out. if law and order 
are to prevail, the poke and prosecuting author- 


The failure in Britain to pay attention to the 
arrival of bomb manuals mi computer discs, 
the lists of people and organisational targets 
on computer bulletin boards and the open 
declaration of war on the front cover of 
Comhnt I8's publication. The Order, is the 
reason for Searchlight's call for Ihc invest!- 
gatfo* of mui terror groups either to he put 
Into the hands of a special police unit 
attached to the Police National Intelligence 
Bureau, or ta be turned over to MI5 and 
Ml*. 

Searchlight Editorial. January 1994. 

To thou even mart cynical Ikon me and the 
Searchlight team, I pent ike question: is 
Comhnt 18 being allowed to exist to service 
some mad scheme by irresponsible officers in 
oar security services? Skin a coo!dark room 
for ten minutes and think about it. 
May Hill, Searchlight, September 1994, 

another "honeytrap” on the far-right are 


the time that CIS was created. But the 
question la. If you act up such an organba 
tioa, how much leeway do you give 
H to establish its credibility. 
Searchlight Editorial, April 1999 

It kin the interests of democracy that those 
dealing with political extremism are seen to he 
accountable It is also clear that democracy 
can he endangered if faceless, unanswerable 
bodies sack as hH5 are allowed to run such 


(ties mini recognise that Combat 18 is ast organ 
ited criminal gang and it needs a co-ordinated 
national response to hall *•* Not. you notice, a 
co-ordinated anri-fnodst response nationally, hut 
a co-oidinated state response Britain does not 
have a national police force; the 
call for a co-or din a ted response is simply a rather 
coy code for MB to take om. And all for an 
organisation that Searchlight themselves 
acknowledge has less than 100 members. 
Understatement has never been a Searchlight 
characteristic. Neither has consistency. 

While the March editorial cast C18 as a threat to 
the national interest, within a month Searchlight 
states that they may instead have been formed by 
the state in a justifiable effort to prutcci the 
national interest. “When Combat 18 was formed 
acme of its key players had known links to the 
intelligence services . . the reasons for MI5 
wanting to establish...a honeytrap' on the far- 
right are understandable and possibly justifiable 
at the time CI8 was created.' The rationale 
advanced by Searchlight on MI.Vs behalf is that 
: “loyalist para militaries had started to cooperate 
with fascists in Britain. Clearly M15 needed to 
know the extent of such joint operations. So 
Combat 18 came into existence.** More bullshit. 
The master/servant relationship between the 


i 


i 
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Hyde Park, May 27. 1989. a fore-runner 


to the Battle of Waterloo Searchlight gave 
the credit for wrecking The Main Event* to 
“brave students’. (above, a couple of AFA 
victim* ruefully checking their bonces) 


security services and the loyalist paramilitaries is 
widely acknowledged and has existed ft* over a 
quarter of a century The UVF/UFF arc already 
largely state controlled If MI5 set up CIM. it 
wasn’t to discover information on organisations 
already in their pocket. 

When researchers from World in Action 
approached AFA to appear in Ik* programme that 
went out on March 27. our representatives 
agreed, with one proviso that if the intention 
was to to treat Cl8 as a virus rather than a 
symptom of a wider problem, then AFA must he 
able to bring in a little perspective, by explaining 
that militant anti-fascists were at least working 
on an antidote. And that while CI8's ambition 
was to unite all the football firms behind a 
nationalist theme. lk*n the appropriate counter¬ 
measure was to deal with the problem at source, 
hy organising physical and political opposition 
within those clubs where the fascists arc visibly 
active (as was done in the seventies at Tottenham 
etc), and in addition, where the fascists have no 
influence. to encourage these fans to identify 
openly with an anti-fascist stance Work along 
these lines is well under way. particularly at 
Glasgow Celtic, and also al Man United. Evcrton 
is another club where there has been a degree of 
co-operation (joint benefits etc). Thts jam 


Searchlight, Aped 1995. 


World in Action never got back to us. 
Instead, it produced a chicken-xhit rehash of the 
Searchlight theme of April 93. ie: *CI8'» 
campaign of terror and the inability of the anti¬ 
fascist movement to curb it.' While CI8 want to 
stampede a section of the population in one 
direction. Searchlight were intent on 
stampeding them in another 
Britain is a right-wing country moving steadily 
right-wardi. CI8 and the BNP etc arc a reflection 
and expectant beneflcianes of society's decom¬ 
position. For Searchlight 'and previously 
progressive elements in the media to publicly 
champion a right-wing organisation of far more 
sinister hue and ambition. MIS. as (he antithesis 
of CIS. not only misrepresents the problem, 
but to attempt to do so in the name of 


anu-fascism is. ironically, only 
further proof of 

this rightward drift. 

But wait! That was in March In April 
Searchlight tell us that, “it it in the inter¬ 
ests of democracy that those dealing with 
political extremism arc wen to be account¬ 
able. It la also dear that democracy can be 
endangered if faceless, unanswerable 
bodies such as MI5 arc allowed to run 1 
such operations. " In addition, we arc 
informed that far from being incompetent, 
the Special Branch, "must have been 
under pressure not to investigate CI8." 
“Now" apparently. Tor the first lime 
since the Second World War in Britain, 
anti-fascists may find allies in the police in 
the war against nazi terrorism." Nazi 
terrorism? Surely they mean state 
terrorism? Even for a group with an 
entirely deserved reputation for political 
hed-hopping'. Searchlight appear increas¬ 
ingly promiscuous, lacking any apparent 
fidelity. 

Unlike March, when law ‘n* order was in 
peril, ihc message now is lhal everybody 
can rest easy in their beds. Everybody, that 
is. except for militant anti-fascists. 
Nobody needs reminding that whenever j 
the state is invoked to move against the 
right the ground is also prepared for it to I 
move against us opponents at the other 
end of the political spectrum. In its April 
editorial it "welcomes the announcement 
of a new specialist police squad to look 
into the activities of groups such as Cl8". 
Groups such as...? 

Skullduggery 

Assisted hy Searchlight. The News of Ik* 
World ran stories on CI8 on three succes¬ 
sive Sundays througkni! February, starting J 
on the 3th and ending on the 19th. | 
To no-one's great surprise, the following 
week the paper followed up its 08 scoop 
with yet another expose, which begun: 
“Manchester United supporters are being 
recruited by extreme left-wing terror 
groups to wage war against neo-na/is on 
England's football grounds. Sinister 
organisations Red Action hacked hy Ik* 
Provisional IRA and Anti-Fascist Action 
are using a new United fanzine to launch 
their sickening appeal, .etcUp until the 
MI3 - .Searchlight - Cli bombshell u is 
safe to assume that Red Action and AFA 
were likely to he the subject of similar, if 
less politically rewarding, initiative. 

What will happen now. with Searchlight 
unexpectedly jumping ship, is anyone's 
guess. What is undeniable is that al least 
until March of this year Searchlight have 
been busy manipulating the scenery to 
convey Ihc impression that Cl8 and MI3 
were natural adversaries, and that if MI3 
were the recognised skullduggery 
champions, then CIS were al least worthy 
challengers All parties to ihc axis’ hod. as 
we have seen, much to gam from this 
charade HIS nerd the work: CIS Hire 


Little-Englander 


The position adopted by the anti fascist magazine. 
Searchlight, in rrtarina lo the war in Ireland has for some 
considerable lime been of concern to Red Action Whilst 
Searchlight has provided evidence of collaboration between 
fascists and their counterpart* among Ulster's hard-line 
loyalists, their altuudc lo Republicanism .ppcars to hovu 
been to throw enough thu in the hope that some of it will 
eventually stick. Thejp have been a continuous —earn of 
allegations, stretching hack over yean that insinuate that 
the Irish Republican Movement are in league with various 
European and North American fascists Al no time have 
Searchlight provided a single shred of evidence to support 
their contcMKins. Their suggestion* that Harold Covington 
is an IRA supporter and lhal his Klansman friend. Scan 
Maguire, is a Provo because he wean a Sinn Fein baseball 
cup are. lo say Ihc least, pathetic Incidentally. I think that 
you'll find that the SF on Maguire's cap refen to the San 
Francisco 49ers rather than Sinn Fein. Still, if the cap fNx... 
The experience of anti fascists in Britain would suggest that 
rather than being sympathetic to fascists, supporters of Sinn 
Fein and the IRA in Britain have been to Ihc fore of the anti 
fascist struggle. However, in perverse attempts at balance. 
Searchlight have continued to peddle fabrications and half 
truths about republicans 

Searchlight's mam contention seems to he that all nation¬ 
alism (with one notable exception> leads to fascism. 
Therefore, all nationalists are fascists and all those nation¬ 
alists who deny fascist links are cither guilty hy association 
or liars' The leading advocate ol this line among 
Searchlight's team is Ray Hill, a former fascist hiniscif. 
who. despite the continual references to fascists who 
support Sinn Fein in his column, appears to have shown 
absolutely no support lor Irish nationalism during his own 
period of fascist activity in South Africa and Britain Hill 
has gone to quite enormous lengths at limes to tar Irish 
Republicans with the fascist hrcish. denying the anti-fascist 
history of Irish Republicanism and singling out both 
Glasgow AFA and Red Action for completely mindless 



uLtttl (nhiWLcd status with thr media. 


Genuine anti-fascism has been the only 
loser. But if lessons have been learned, it 
will, in tk* long run. have done the 
militants a massive favour. For the real 
buttle has not yet begun Tk* far-right is 
obviously awaiting the prospect of a 
laihour victory with some relish. This, 
they believe, will automatically cast them, 
with all other options discredited or 
exhausted, as the real party of opposi¬ 
tion' In the light of this challenge, and in 
order for militant anti-fascism to survive, 
quality intelligence is vital. Up lo now 
many people up and down the country fed 
this intelligence to Searchlight, in the 
belief that they were best placed to exploit 
it. on behalf of. and in line with the general 
aims of the overall movement. Tk*ir trust 
was misplaced. Meanwhile, the militant 
cutting edge was being increasingly 
blunted by a pro-active police force 
(particularly in London), and systemati¬ 
cally starved of intelligence. 
From now on. If individuals have infor¬ 
mation that they believe may be of value 
to genuine anti-fascists, then our advice 
is simple - give it directly to AFA. If you 
still believe that the ANL have 
something to offer, that is your prerog¬ 
ative. Their number is in the book. For 


can he no way hack. One way 
■nether, their number is-rely ty. 


' 'bore tl be a drink in it tor you. Charlie * Ray Hill 
and Sargent, two little-Engtandora m Diksmutde. 


attack* In the ease ol ihc AFA branch. Hill accused its 
Republican members of healing up those within it* ranks 
who refused to suppon the IRA' 

In October 1993 issue «*l Searchlight. Hill replies to the 
criticism of him in RA's letters page with;! 
“...the fact that we have shared platforms with hath 
Republicans and Orange l odge members in Scotland 
does not mean that we are prepared lo sit hack and 
watrh children butchered and civilians murdered in 
their own home* hy either side/ 

I m sure lhal the British security services share your senti¬ 
ments. Mr Hill Such atalcmciiis also heg the question as to 
whai Hill and Searchlight .ire inferring by not bring 
prepared to sit hack ’ Have they csiendcd their remit 
to include all those lhal tk*y deem lo he acting against ihc 
wishes of Searchlight ’ Ihc dropping of the addresses of 
AFA branches considered by them to he loo close to Red 
Actum from their hack page may indicate* lhal the shift 
started sonic time ago Hill may no longer he* a fascist hut 
it’s a sure thing lhal he* still came* Ik* small minded I .Mile 
Englander mentality of his old assoc iates Al past rallies in 
Scotland he* has even hud the arrogance lo suggest that 
Labour's dcvolutionisl plans. Id alone the SNP's call for 
independence, was a step towards fascism' 

A due to the real reason behind Searchlight's attitude, 
however, is revealed earlier in the- same piece when Hill 
stales "Searc hlight has been in Ihc forefront of exposing 
far-right laiyalKl connections from the very first issues 
of the magazine, long before I came on Ihc scene, and 
has not wavered from this despitr the dralh threats from 
supporters of the Ukler Volunteer Force and Ulster 
Freedom Fighters.” 

Is Hill actually saying lhal Searchlight have had Ik* fright 
cncrs pul on them hy the Loyalist* ’ If so. if would certainly 
explain why they should go to such lengths to associate* 
Irish Republicanism with fascism in order to even Ik* 
score' 

Tk* assertions about Bobby Sands Rallies at Diksmuidc arc 
a complete funtasy There are certainly Flemish fascists 
who turtxwn sympathy tor Irish nationalism Indeed, at last 
year * event in Diksmuidc. British na/is fought with 
Belgian* after heunng Ikrni singing Molly Mat lone (nut 
exactly a homage to the IRA Alive. Alive Oh!' > and the 
fact lhal it was an Irish song was enough for CTK to kick it 
off The fight ended up with ihc two sons of a Belgian 
fascist MP being hospitalised But even if there were pro- 
IRA rallies ai Diksmuidc (and there are definitely not. 
according lo the Ireland Committee in Flanders) what docs 
it mailer as long as the IRA and Sum Fern refuse to have 
any thing to do with them and continue to denounce fascism 
and racism? 

We would also challenge Searchlight to provide the 
evidence of the "...fascist connection* since the seven¬ 
ties..." of German nazis with Republicans It will come as 
a great surprise to many German anti fascists who co¬ 
operate with Searchlight to hear such allegations as. in our 
own experience, it is the anti-fascists rather than the fascist* J 
in Germany who lend to be prolRA But then again, when • 
have Searchlight ever been prepared to let the facts stand in j 
the way of a gaud argument ? 







NoPeace Without Release 


Campaign in England 
and Wain to release 
Iristi Political Prisoners 
was launched in the 
House of Commom on 
23rd of March. Present 
at the launch were 
former H-Block hunger 
striker. Raymond 
McCartney and Mairead 
Ui hAdhmaill. whoM 
husband, hrilim. is into 
the second year of his 
23*year sentence in Full 
Sutton Prison in 
Yorkshire 

Explaining the aims of 
the Saoirse Campaign. 
Raymond pointed out 
that. "It is because of the 
conflict that wc have 
prisoners, not the other 
way around. There 
cannot he a permanent 
and durable peace 
without the release of the 
prisoner* There is no 
escaping that" 

The immediate priority 
for POWs held in 
England. however, 
remains their transfer 
hack to jails in Irclind. 
which would reverse 
much of the emotional 
and financial stress that 
families have to endure 
in order to visit their 
loved ones. Mairead 
explained that. "It's so 
expensive every time I 
want to come over and 
see Feilim. hut it's also 
very stressful. I've no 
idea if he's even going to 
he there • he may have 


been transferred to 
another prison and I 
don't know how the visit 
will turn out. how he 
will he feeling that day. 
IlM'viioAitnnyof 
the PTA Both my sons 
and I were stopped and 
held for two hours on 
one visit. The threat is 
always there, ceasefire 
or no ceasefire Etas of 
families are in the same 
position as me. They 
alto have to endure the 
expense and harassment 
and wouldn't have to go 
through this if the 
prisoners were in 
Northern Ireland. All the 
statutory bodies in the 
North hack the transfer, 
including the prison 
associations. I can see 
the transfers going 
ahead, not because the 
British authorities want 
to make the gesture, hut 
because they will he 
pressurised into it. 

**My children haven't 
seen their father since 
Christmas and (he condi¬ 
tion in the prison has 
deteriorated to such an 
extent that all the 
families are seriously 
womed." 

After an initially slow 
start, the work is now 
under way to fulfil what 
Raymond described as 
"the need to build a 
public campaign" that 
would be able to get 
people on to the streets 
and (along with the on¬ 
going negotiations) 


exhort the sort of 

IMOMtfl Oil Ilk HlUlsIl 

government that would 
ensure the release of all 
krihPOWs. 
Republicans have 
spoken of this being the 
final phase of the 
struggle, and with this in 
mind Red Action 
believes that we should 
all be attempting to 
inject a sense of urgency 
into our campaigning 
The Brits have not given 
any guarantees over 
prisoners and are likely 
to stall on this issue for 
as long ms possible. Our 
task therefore should he 
to build a high-profile 
public campaign capable 
of mobilising as many 
people as possible, to do 
so wc must set-about 
involving a largely 
untapped source of 
support; the estimated 8 
million people in Britain 
who arc cither Irish or of 
Irish descent 
Though the PTA has not 
bren set aside, its teeth 
have been drawn; the 
IRA ceasefire having 
radically altered the 
political status of (he 
entire Irish community 
in Britain As a direct 
consequence, for the 
first time in twenty years 
the Irish community can 
be directly and optimisti¬ 
cally approached to 
re-involve themselves in 
the Irish question. 

Wc believe that the Insh 
will ‘come out' if 



®oir 


Saoirse manages to past twenty-five yean, 
capture the imagination we say that excuse no 
of the public and is able longer exists, you can no 
to accommodate individ- longer stand aside from 


uals on the basis that the campaign for the 
everybody has a role to release of Irish political 
play We intend to leaflet prisoners, 
and mobilise within the Saoirse is a broad 
large cultural events campaign with a role to 
involving lens of pj a y for everyone, 
thousands of people in whether that be 
London during the petitioning, selling the 
summer On « long-term green ribbons (the 
basis this may galvanise symbol of the Saoirse 
the Irish community in campaign). Icafletting. 
Britain into a powerful fund-raising. letter 
kihhy similar to lh« of writing. organising 
their counter parts in the meetings and picket*. 
USA. lobbying various 

To those element* of the individuals, groups and 
liberal/lrotskyiic left organisation*, as well a* 
who have used the IRA's some more imaginative 
armed campaign as an media stunts that will be 
excuse not to support the taking place soon. 

Insh struggle over the | 

Help to build the campaign 
to free the Irish Prisoners of 
War. 

Details of forth-coming 
Saoirse activities can be 
obtained by writing to Red 
Action, at BM Box 37, 
London, WC1N 3XX, or; 
Saoirse (London) PO Box 
3923, London NW5 IRA. 



"It la because of the conflict that we have the 
prisoners, not the other way around." Ray 
McCartney, former IRA O/C Long Kesh. London 
Saoirse launch meeting (above on home leave). 


Sim i Fein councillor Frant ic Hollow who serves on Dungannon 
district council, Co. Tyrone . and is a member of Sinn Fein's And 
Comhairie, responsible for the co-ordination of their uork in 
Britain, recently addressed a meeting of Red Action supporters 
and contacts from the London area. After outlining the present 
situation regarding the negotiations with the British (iosrmment 
the floor trai then opened up to allow for quesliims. During the 
evening a tivtty debate nai had tm all aspects of the struggle. both 
in Ireland and Britain, with special emphasis given to solidarin 
wort in this country, especially the newly launched Saoirse 
campaign. Wr would like to thank Franar ft* hi\ lime and for 
providing a valuable insight into current Republican thinking then 
ensured an extremely worthwhile meeting. 


A couple of hundred assorted republicans. Celtic fans and 
other activists, including Red Action member* crammed into 
a London pub providing for an excellent evening and also for 
the more serious reason of raising funds for Republican 
ROWs. During the evening there were a number of guest 
speakers including Maurice, brother of Neman Quinlivan, 
Bristol. Buster and now Poctlaoise POW, who urged those 
present to give their full support to the London Saoirse 
Campaign. A second speaker read out a statement of solidarity 
horn, and on behalf of. Volunteer Patrick Hayes, PRO 
Frunkland Irish POWs. Congratulatiom are due to all the 


I n (he Guardian on April 3. 
IW5. Roy Hattmlcy 
revealed to the paper * 
middle class readership what he 
really thinks of working class 
people, who. as the Left keep 
telling us. are the natural 
constituency' of the Uhour 
Party 

I Hailerslcy compares the 
'working class to "the ugliest 
dog in the world ” It's a stupid 
dog. “a relic of the old industrial 
poor. She would use for me. 
whether or not I fed her on 
propriety tinned meat. So I 
could afford to neglect her " * 
Siuptd and loyal - cut wages, 
pul up rents, close schools - 
she’II still wag her tail and beg 
for more.. She's an ugly 
mongrel, with none of the 
benefits of good breeding that 
Hattcrslc) respects, and. in 
“biting the hand that only 
wishes 10 Iced hci. seems to he 
motivated by tear or anger." 

So why. apart from the money, 
is Hultcrslcy playing word 
games to tell his nice, labour 
voting middle class readers 
about the "mongrels, puppies, 
w helps, hounds and cur* of km 
degree" of the working class? 
One of the reasons is simple 
laibour is saying to its potential 
middle class voters ‘We hate 
the ugly bastard* as much as 
you do; your instincts are our 
instincts. We are bigoted. You 
can trust us.' In a second article 
on 27/4AJ5. Haltendey writes of 
Labour's special relationship 
with the “least advantaged • and 
in many ways least attractive • 
members of society." Hattmlcy 
says that what the middle 
classes want is a "party of 
prudent compassion". And 
anyway, this isn't just a 
question of concern for the 
“sub-class in Britain's cities". H 
is important not only for “peace 
of mind", hut also “urban 
tranquility". 


This Dog's Life 

/hai Hattmlcy is saying is ambition is in complete the job than the poor in the V 

tuple The suh-class “will begun by the likes of Thatcher inner cities One in 


What llaltcrslcy is saying is ambition is in complete ihc job than the poor in the 

simple The sub-class "will begun by the likes of Thatcher inner cities One in 

undoubtedly vote Labour, and Major here and by social thirteen homes in I 

whatever the party docs " What ists like Mittcrand in prince Britain is unfit to live 

may cause mils in Trafalgar to restore profitability (or the 
Square under Major will be ruling class at the working- ^hour's popularity 
swallowed whole under Labour classes expense, by cutting x , ctm lrom (be fact that 

Wcl.ve .nan ageofthe .lm.is, ^ ^seeUbcMir gratuitou8 attackTo^me 

universal middle class. There "ncnutairuetiaasataconicr means of * ^ 

is now only a “small section of e * cc “tganised by the Tory bringing about change - 

(he population right's Spectator nuga/inc that Uhour's aspiration now is to he welfare benefits to mothers 


popularity 


From the sanctuary of his Guardiar 
column. Hatters ley has launched 
gratuitous attacks on the working 


which...certainly needs the .me “• eliminate lhc ^ - middk Kngbnd under 21. It also prom.scs to 

true ingredient of genuine d* social evil of welfare depen- The next election will he (ought wftiee to increase benefits to 
soc ialism - a more equal . what he s really saying anHi nd who can promise the mothers who have children 

fociety." ts Ldwur.1** 1 ,n!o by biggest tax cut to the middle wh,,c At ,hc samc 


N4X'ICl> 1 ,INSI i-*eaiK»ui' |AN ititw uiiiu t’j 

So labour's hie lie is we re * orkm # c,a *' » flcr closes According to Blair, the “"*• * P«mi.scs a S500 per 

(almmt) all cjlal now and fry*** 1 ”* «»«buu»to Tories have betraved the child tax credit to the middle 

jZ Bla, sT Lm manto tfcl ' ,are * Jr ,hc workill »' rnnkllc-classes Hy httiing them «W- The American ruling 
]™ " hLm Isl C, “ V with the biggest lax tL in class has decided (ha. the poor 

the Opera Housc^** At the Spectator conference peacetime htSory to pay the ^ coMly and con etlher 

, Blair set out his plans to attack hills of economic failure " If work in low-paid service jobs. 

The real reason for Hattmlcy s |||e ^ v|our ol UbouA ^ to (hc mitldk . work as slave labour in jail, or 


Tony Blair is the best man to 
deal with the beggars outside ^ 
the Opera House At t 


classes. The American ruling- 
class has decided that the poor 


school truants and "had neigh- classes is tax-cut*, someone 


inc real reason tor rtaitcrsicy s the ami-social behaviour of Labour's hnhc to the middle wort a* slave labour in jail, or 
gratuitous insult is stratghlfor ^ lruan(N and "had ne.gh- classes ,s lax-cuts, someone - '**'vc Labour* new draft 
ward jhc l^mrPimy.umkrr Kwr*" With school* generally guess who - w,II have to pay In H-use 4 state* that lhc rights 
Tony Blair * new -style leader- unde r-fu.Kkd and consequently Birmingham the Labour council we enjoy must reflect the duties 
shtp. is preparing for war urH Jer-c MU .ppcd. set up a £20 million campaign wc owe " You can bet that an 


ward Jlw l^iur Party under ^ With schools generally guess who - w,II have to pay. In 


Ubimr has a massive lead over BUir t n ^ . fi(|w fw died “Meeting Needs Across '"‘■°" un 8 Labour government 

the Tones - well over 20* m *^ ^, (hc G « A J. cofdi lo , will sled more than rhetoric 

TV r, t Council estates are rotl.na Septemlwr IW4 Sunday Times from RepuWKan America. An 

effectively ended the political cMa,cs ronm * earmarked for October Sunday Time* article 

existence of the Conxcrvaiivc ,hrou gh years of disrepair, y* 1, y _ ‘ Batile for tlw Middle Classes’ 


Party in Scotland by ending its whllc bomelwa family* ‘jmgwfo i environmental 

control of any aspect of local *«*rate million* for private ( - on d» ,,om ,n arMfc of dc P nv * 

mmmmJr landlord, who run Bed and H>eni on 

. Breakfast hotels. Blair's P utt * n I ‘aiBBpmg policemen, 

Bui Labour x government m evictions for noisy «*** ** P**»can cross- 

waning ixn I about lo declare ^,-bbours ‘"f 1 ‘ n afflucnl suburbs, as a 

war on the British ruling-class. * bribe to middle-class votm. 

The target in Tony Blair .sights The Labour Party a 


promise evictions for noisy bghts and pelican cross- 

neighbours » n *«burhs. as a 


bribe to middle-class votm. 


“Battle for the Middle Classes" 
reports a trade union leader at 
the Labour conference as 
follows: “Blair is surrounded by 
middle class adviser* and I have 
no problem with that. 
Nowadays, union leader* arc 
middle class. Look at me. I'm 


The target in Tony Blair s sights P* Labour Petty ^'% p _ WiI _ , middle class. Look at me. I’m 

is much closer to home For Commission on Social Justice rne Kepuwicans eiectiwi m £50,000 per year." 

Blair - with the hacking of Mich has recently produced a report ^SLjTa. - ? r^L A A measure of just how middle 
friend* of the wnrkini^cUu that states that the gap between c r e#bou, “ anrtuhof ? ,e,r ITS! 


^"conf^wafion^^Bntish ,hcnch is'grcalcr than "Contract for America", calling 

Industries. The Financial *> I9M.- ^xe.TTil^^^ woer uoug mc A voy s oenun- 

Times. and right-wing cohim- spending It promises to ciaticn of teacher* who called 

nist Paul Johnson - has declared » •*“ UK “ 40 ^y° ‘- l |i c Jitm* aC v and for (and won) a vote for a balk* 

Labour to be the “party of official^ homeless. The nch b ^ • for strike action against class- 

aspiration and ambition." The can expect to live 8 year* longer ,ccn prtf«e«cy by denying _ 


came about as • result of their A measure of jurt how middle 
“Contract for America", calling claM * rade un * on k * dm 
for Congress to fight crime, cut become can be seen frornNUT 
taxes and increase military leader Doug McAvoy . denun 


room site as “louts and extrem¬ 
ists" David Blunkett. Labour's 
Education Spokesman, has 
called for militant teachers to be 
sacked. A taste of 
cmploycc/managcment 
relations under a Labour 
government? The left’s 
response ha* been typically 
pathetic, confined to debating 
the question of Labour’s consti¬ 
tution. not the working da**' 
allegiance to Labour itself. 
Hilariously. Workers' Power 
continue lo argue (hat the real 
fight is “to put Labour into 
office, then force them lo meet 
our immediate demands." (WP 
April 95) 

Back in Ihc real world, the 
working class is left in a situa¬ 
tion where neither mainstream 
politics nor ihe so-called left 
alternative have anything lo say 
to them, or any inlcrvsl In them. 
Increasingly alienated from all 
aspects of ‘Official Society’. 
hut with life becoming harder, 
the working class arc becoming 
more and more like their US 
counterparts. sidelined, 
excluded and forgotten. 

In this case it should come as no 
surprise that they sometimes 
look lo the only people who 
take notice of them; (he BNP. 
The middle classes, having 
always dominated official 
politics, have now cokmiied all 
alternative* but the Tar-right 
Working das* people who have 
been on the receiving end of all 
the main parties can see that the 
BNP at least come from the 
same class and area. The far- 
right. in turn, are looking to the 
prospect of a Labour govern¬ 
ment with some relish. The task 
for working class militants is 
perfectly straight-forward • 
build a political alternative to 
the BNP. and a working class 
alternative to Labour Only then 
will Hattersley's dog have it* 
day. 













V I (toy celebrations arc Mill fresh 
in our mind, and why shouldn't 
they be. after all section* of the 
British media made sure wc wouldn't he 
allowed lo forget and we had television 
programmes and newspaper articles for a 
whole week leading up to the eighth of 
May. 

Wc were regaled with heroic taka of 
English. Irish. Scottish. Welsh . 
American. Russian. French. Dutch. 
Yugoslav, etc heme* who fought to rid 
their rwoons I rum an oppressive invading 
army. They fought gallantly against over¬ 
whelming odds, on land, sea and in the air 
to overthrow the fascial regime of Hiller's 
nazis and restore once mote peace and 
democracy to the world, and rightly so! 
We were reminded how the jackbooted 
stormtmopm of the Wehrmachl and 
Waftcn SS marched uninvited into almost 
every capital of Europe, destroying 
everyone and everything who stood in 
their path and raising the swastika us they 
wait. Much was made of the partisans, 
freedom fighters, resistance movements' I 
attempts in these capitals to thwart their 
oppressors, and rightly so! 

These attempts consisted ot blowing up 
bridges, factories, shipyards, airstrips, and 
cafes and burs frequented by the occupa¬ 
tion forces in attempt lo slow down the 
(iemwn war machine. Not only were 
German soldiers seen as targets, hut also 
collaborators, he it German controlled 
politicians, policemen, militias and 
informers. For these acts Resistance 
fighters were awarded medals for 
gallantry and bravery, and rightly so? 

The only voices raised against those who 
fought so hard for deliverance from their 
countries oppressors was the oppressor 
and their puppet regimes. The Nazi lag of 
‘terrorists' did nothing lo destroy the 
many resistance movements in the 
Occupied Countries, nor did it dismay 
Tito's puriisans. and why should it? They 
were fighting to rid themselves of of a 
heavily armed enemy with superior 
manpower and firepower who had come 
uninvited into their countries and 
oppressed their people Fair play lo them' 
Now. no doubt you can see where all this 
is leading, yes you're right. I do intend to 
show the similarities between those 
countries occupied fifty years ugo and 
(Xcupied Ireland today It is quite obvious 
who are ihc oppressors and who are the 
freedom fighters in my country, so this 
time I intend to take a wing at one of the 
Brit's puppet regimes, no not the 
Unionists, hut these unapproachable, 
unbribc able upright British-paid 
members of FAIT 

Families AgumM Intimidation and Terror, 
where were these paiplc at the height of 
the RUC's campaign of inlimidution and 
terror, when they arrested, loriurcd and 
jailed nationalisi youths ’ No. there was no 
outcry at the RUC taking our youngMcrs 
hostage No cry of Justice'' for the 
Bccchmouni 5 or Bally murphy 7 The 
reason lor their silence is obvious, it is not 
in their hnct to get involved in issues that 
might cuusc embarrassment to their 
masters. It is their job to pour scorn on 
thetr own. to make sure everything 
positive done by nulionaliMs. and lo some 
extent loyalists, is discredited 
It is possible. I suppose, that a few genuine 
people may,havc been induced into this 
'organisation', hut if mi. what keeps them 
in it? Could it he that they see FAIT as the 
true heir of the Brace People, a discredited 
British-funded group that collapsed when 
greed split the leadership'* Or is it the old 
Irish adage that if you walk down ihc 
street hanging your drum loud enough 
then a hunch of buck cejtls' is hound to 
tall in behind with you? With British 
funding and a lew shrewd people lo lead 
them, then these buck cejtts' can become 
a dangerous addition to the equation, as 
FAIT's masters know. 

When Bill Clinton granted a visa to Gerry 
Adams allowing him to visit America in 
the wake of the IRA ceasefire, the British 
propaganda machine went into over-drive 
The British gutter press ignored the 


dispatches 

from o war zone 








frauds, sexual dcviances and blatant 
racism of their ruling classes to attack 
Clinton's decision. Neva one to miss a 
tnek. the propaganda machine decided to 
load one more base. Dublin airport 
Using General Freeland's tactic of using 
counter-insurgents' to discredit activists. 
FAIT's maMcrs made sure they were at 
Dublin airport to meet Adams on his 
arrival from America. FAIT members 
were only list willing to gel their blue 
rinses and executive haircuts on TV. and 
with emotions still running high they 
invited a few relatives of those killed in 
the Shankill bombing along to shout at 
Adams Nice one. Nancy and Henry, did 
you think of that one yourselves or was it 
a brief from your masters'’ 

For nine months now the British have 
tried every weapon in their arsenal lo stall 
the peace process, and next to the decom¬ 
missioning of IRA arms (hoy. arc they 
pissing into ihc wind!), the issue of so- 
called IRA punishment healings' is at Ihc 
fore, and who is out there wav ing placards 
and Mruttmg their Muff lor ihc British, 
that’s right. Nancy and lien and cu. 

Could it just he a coincidence that at any 
meetings between British and Sinn Fan 
representatives, or Irish government and 
Sinn Fein representatives, that not only is 
it a media circus, hut you can he sure at 
least hall a dozen of Ihc Blue Rinse 
Brigade are there to heckle aiul harangue 
Sinn Fein members ’ Or is it a Magevl Mlua 
lion where Paddy May hew and other NIO 
niiniMcrs can point a linger and declare, 
"if then own can't trust them, how can 

wc r 

During World War 2 the Gentians used 
torture and coercion m turn suspecied 
resistance lighters against their comrades 
(a lactic also synonymous with the RUCl 
When ihee inlormcrs were rooted out by 
the resistance they were executed without 
hesitation There could he no reluctance in 
executing informers as to la them go 
would mean the death of that resistance 
movement If the informer was working 
willingly fur the Germans, hc/shc could 
only he treated as an enemy soldier, and 
many informers were hanged from trees 
with plucards round their necks to 
dissuade others 

The only people likely to speak out against 
such acts were either members of the 
German war machine or members of its 
puppet regimes 

In this present phase of Irish Struggle the 
IRA/INLA have had to execute informers, 
and on every occasion I remember them 
having to do so. the bodies of Ihc 
informers were left in the open as a 
warning to others. The IRA/INLA. 
knowing that many informers were 
working because of threats against them 
or their families by the security forces', 
offered many amnesties to people under 
pressure to inform Such an amnesty 
would he offered each lime an informer 
was executed. 

To inform on friends and neighbours is 
wrong in any Miciety. but in Ireland it is 
anathema. Pcnpk are quick lo disassociate 
themselves from a former friend and in 
Mane cases relative, who have beoi found 


to he working for the British An 
informer's funeral would usually be low- 
key and ran well-attended. 

I find it strange, then, that FAIT came out 
into the open laM week and dcniundcd the 
return of two informers they allege the 
IRA had executed und buried in a South 
Armagh hog. Now. I don't know where 
FAIT gets its information fnan lor should 
(hut he disinformation) hut I could hazard 
a guess. Nod. nod. wink, wink. 

I do. however, remember that the two 
people named by FAIT. Seamus Wnght 
und Kevin McKee, were member s of the 
IRA in the Lower Falls area of Belfast In 
1972 Seamus Wnght came under suspi¬ 
cion hy Ihc IRA due to his frequent 
absences from the urea. Unda interroga¬ 
tion he admitted to working for the Bntish 
and implicated Kevin McKee Both men 
admitted that they were being trained by a 
secret unit of British intelligence, ihe 
MRU (Military Reaction Unit). Rumour 
has it that when both men were picked up 
hy the IRA they were armed with pistols 
supplied hy their Intelligence handlers. 
Both iik'ii told the IRA that they along 
with othci renegade IRA men were being 
trained at Palucc Barracks hy the MRU 
(SAS?) to deMroy the IRA from within 
As a unit, and armed hy its handlers, they 
engaged in bombings and shootings in 
Nationalist areas of West Belfast designed 
lo destroy local support lor the IRA With 
the c apture of these two agents the MR I 
ploy laded, as did another MRl ! operation 
in the Tw mhronk estate, w hen an IRA unit 
ambushed a team ol undercover soldiers 
acting uiklci the guise of collectors for a 
bogus laundry firm 

No-one knows lor sure what happened to 
Wnght and McKee Some say that they 
were seen moving quite freely unwind 
Armagh weeks after they hud Keen picked 
up Others say that they were executed for 
their crime of selling out their comrades I 
have even heard that the two men were 
involved in pluming a no-warning bomb 
in a West Belfast bar. which cxplndcd 
killing a civilian laical people were meant 
to believe lhat the device was an IRA 
bomb which hud exploded prematurely in 
transit. 

I have absolutely no doubt in my mind that 
had these men been French Resistance 
fighters working for the Germans to kill 
and discredit the Resistance Movement 
what their fate would have been Their 
bodies would have swinging from Pans 
lamp-posts, and I sincerely doubt that 
anyone would have claimed their bodies. 
Imagine the hue and cry there would have 
been from British ex-servicemen if the 
new far-nght. the neo-nazis. in Germany 
today had demanded the remains ol Hiller 
and Himmler, or if the fascists in Italy 
today were to ask for the remains of 
MusMtllmi. to he given a Christian burial 
In all cunflicis there are those who will 
throw their lot in with the enemy. Some do 
it out of spite, others for finuncia) gain. 
Fifty years ago they were Fifth 
Columnists: in today's parlance, they are 
counter-gangs. Fifty years ago it was lawd 
Haw-Haw and Tokyo Rose: today in 
Ireland it Is groups like FAIT. 


U ntil so ck u«rs as this country 
has an unbiased and non 
sectarian police force which can he 
misled hy the whole of our commu 
nity then punishment healings' are 
an inevitability 

H is ihc lack of truM in a discredited 
and openly sectarian force, the 
RUC. which drives kical communi¬ 
ties to ihc punitive measures they 
exact on those who arc breaking 
into their homes. Mealing then cars, 
endangering their children's lives us 
they use their streets as racetracks in 
stolen cars, push drugs, and gvner 
ally bring their areas into disrepute 
and make them no-go ureas Ire local 
residents young and old 
In Ihc past, rather than deal with 
young offenders from rtalionulist 
areas, uniformed RUC officers 
lbought ii more expedient lo coerce 
them into informing about tnends 
and neighbours lo then Special 
Branch colleagues, and in return a 
blind eye could he turned in then 
crimes. 

The RUCs reasons (re this lactic 
were twofold FirMly. il generated 
low-level key information on 
activists in areas where uniformed 
and undercover police ofliccrv 
could mil move freely In this 
scenario, it was the lives ol pctly 
criminals, who m the eyes oi ihc 
RUC and then political masters 
were mrev than expendable, and not 
those of RUC' members which hung 
in the balance in the event of 
discovery. 

Secondly, while these criminals 
were continuing (heir activities, 
w ilh the unofficial sanction of those 
who were meant to he slopping 
them, they were also generating 
Mack propaganda for the RUC (>nc 
only has lo look al how the RUC 
harped conMaiNly on ahreil how 
many hundreds ol stolen cars they 
were recovering annually from 
WcM Bellas! I suppose they haven't 
bothered keeping statiMks on ihc 
number of residents who rang them 
lo inform them lhal joyriders were 
using their Mrecis as racetracks <* 
burning cars they had got bored 
with 

The usual response to these phone 
calls from ihc RUC was dial they 


grat fin covered walls, broken lamp 
posts etc. Just to five the impres¬ 
sion that if the people who lived 
here threw the IRA/INLA men out 
of iheir midst then ihc RUC could 
tackle these social is.sues 
In ihc areas aliened, however, it 
had ihc reverse effect Residents, 
seeing ihc RUC’s refusal lo tackle 
local crime, turned lo local activists 
in ihc hope that they could nd them 
of ihc criminals I can only assume 
that the role of local policing was 
taken on reluctantly as u detracted 
from ihe IRA/INI.A s real objective 
ol confronting ihe British Army and 
RUC. hui since their mandate came 
from local people' their pleas lor 
help could not goo unheeded \ 

The RUC. never slow lo seize an 
opportunity, used ihc media lo 
decry (he "barbaric" und 
inhumane” practice of kneecap 
ping, a term deliberately fuhnealed 
by the RUC lo give Ihe impression 
lhal ihe vkiims of such shootings 
I tad been shot through ihe kneecap 
and crippled If this hud been the 
case, how conic so many joyriders 
who have shot twoot three tunes hv 
the- IRA/INI.A are still appealing in 
court today ’ Oh. incidentally, the 
Rt < Ironl men who informed us ol 
Ihe hnilaliiv und inhumanity of the 
punishment sIhn kings conveniently 
forgot io mention that then force 
and ihe Brhish Army used a policy 
of summary execution ol joyriders 
when ihe craze they find turned u 
blind eye lo reached epidemic 
proportions 

Now lhal ihe only guns in evidence 
in (his country are in ihe hands ot 
Ihe KUC. the legacy of another 
failed poky. lhal ol ghcllmsalmn 
has conk hack lo haunt them Ihe 
people of the areas in which ihe 
RUC allowed crime lo run rumpuni 
do not believe that a lorcc who so 
blatantly and so corruptly turned 
iheir hacks on their communities hi 
«*dcr to win points tor then poliiical 
maMcrs con ever he relied upon in 
fulfill Ihe role ot public protectors 
Is II any wonder then that local 
commumtk's have taken il upon 
themselves to protect their own 
arcus, property und persons from 
Ihe thugs and ihicvcs into whose 





areas, filming Ihe bumf out cars, etc. creating Ihe 
impression lhat if the community drove the IRA/INI.A 
out then Ihe RUC could tackle these social issues.' 


could not send vehicles to check out 
such reports as it might he an 
IRA/INLA trap lo lure iheir officers 
into an ambush This response was 
meuni lo throw the blank tor ihc 
wunlon destruction nul of Ihe RUCs 
court and firmly info ihe court nl 
kical activists. The same response 
was not reserved, however, fur the 
middle class areas of BelfaM. or the 
money hell areas such as ('ultra. 
Saintlicld etc Someone walking in 
those areas who so much as looked 
out of place was guaranteed lo he 
kmkmg down Ihc hands ol a dozen 
RUC guns before they had walked 
loo lar. ihc reason for this that for 
Iheir 'ghctlnisalmn lac he In wurk 
(hey had lo ensure that ihe criminals 
stayed in thru ghetto, and not Mriy 
out lo armoy decent people' 

The ghetioisjtnm lactic worked lo 
a certain degree II had ihc desired 
effect on people from outside ihc 
so-called ghetto Compliant journal 
ixts would dnvc daily round these 
areas, filming ihc burnt nut cars, 
vandalised and vacant buildings 
strewn with empty alcohol 
containers and glue hags, the 


hands ihe RUC delivered these 
areas.’ Now that there is ihe chance 
ol peace in Ireland the rank und tile 
members ot the RUC arein u panic 
They know lhal they now have to go 
into these areas and return to 
normal' policing A lot of RUC 
officers are going hi kwe iheir jobs 
as the peace process prtkccds Their 
political masters want nationalist 
people to accept the RUC . so ihe 
velvet gkivc goes hack on. hut it is 
no good 

Until the KUC is disbanded and a 
police foac representative ol all 
purls ol our community put in its 
place then people will continue lo 
kmk out for themselves and Iheir 
own The IRA/INLA can no kmger 
shoot or heat these criminals as it 
wiHikl he seen hy the Bntish as a 
violation ol the ceasefire, so local 
communitk’s rather than he over¬ 
run hy tnmc have taken u upon 
themselves the right hi punish ihosc 
who offend against them. Such is 
the result of another failed RUC 
policy 
M.Collins. 

BelfaM 
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Marx and Engels 


ST 


TFIGHTING 


he organisations of the 
Leninist. Trotskyite and 
Anarchist left, without even 
the slightest hint of cither irony or 
honesty have, in the past 25 years, 
promoted the most reactionary, 
divisive and anti socialist policy in 
relation to the conflict in the sia 
counties. While claiming to theoret¬ 
ically suppon the republican 
struggle these groups have in fact 
contributed nothing to practically 
aid the struggle of the nationalist 
working class in the North. 

The line adopted by ‘socialist' and 
‘anarchist' factions in relation to the 
war in the 6 counties has put them 
beyond the pale of ever having any 
influence on Republican thinking 
The arrogance of middle class 
‘revolutionaries' preaching to 
working class volunteers via the 
barely comprehensible jargon of left 
wing journals has ensured that their 


‘socialist ideals' have not made any 
advance within Republicanism in 
Ireland. This appears most notably 
in their inability to recognise the 
reality of the wurking class creating 
their own anti-Imperialist struggle 
without reference to high theory or 
gurus. 

The position of the groups which 
adopted a policy of ‘critical hut not 
unconditional', unconditional hut 
not uncritical' and other such 
semantic opt-out clauses in relation 
to the Republican struggle allowed 
these factions to claim theoretical 
suppon for the IRA while roundly 
condemning it’s actual military 
actions. Such abstractions lead one 
to wonder if they expected the IRA 
to conduct a poll of every irrelevant 
sect prior to each operation. Such 
opportunist strategies and theoretical 
gymnastics having proved totally 
ineffectual in the abstract. These 


groups have never seen the necessity 
to provide any practical assistance to 
the nationalist population of the 6 
counties, apart from the occasional 
party building exercise which has 
the predictable effect of alienating 
any republican they might inadver¬ 
tently come in contact with. 

More importantly, on the point of 
Marxist theory itself, ‘socialist* 
publications from any of leftist 
groups, the Trotskyitc sects in 
particular, constantly divide propa¬ 
ganda on Marx's writings from any 
explanation of his actual political 
practise. One could he genuinely 
excused for believing that Marx 
never left the reading room of the 
Bntixh museum and that in his 
lifetime Marx did not engage in any 
practical political activism. In fact 
this misapprehension is completely 
untrue and nowhere is the wnting 
and actual political practise of Marx 




Balcony 

Or 


(and Engels) of greater relevance 
than in their work on the Irish 
Question. 

At an early stage of his political 
development Marx was in favour of 
Ireland having autonomy within the 
union with Britain and believed that 
the solution to the oppression of the 
Irish would come through a victory 
of the English wurking class over 
capitalism. By the laic I860* his 
political thought had matured and he 
came to see the liberation of Ireland 
as a pre condition for the revolu¬ 
tionary success of the English 
proletariat. This opinion was based 
on three interconnected themes 
which were important for the future 
development of the Marxist theory 
of national self determination and 
it's dialectical relationship with 
proletarian internationalism. These 
were. (I) That only the national 
liberation of tbc oppressed nation 
enables national divisions and antag¬ 
onism lo be overcome and permits 
the working class of both countries 
to unite against their common 
oppressors, the capitalists. (2) The 
oppression of another nation helps to 
reinforce the ideological hegemony 
of the bourgeoisie over the working 
class of the oppressor nation, in the 
form of the development of national 
Any nation that 
oppresses another ftirges it's own 
hams' and (5) The emancipation of 
the oppressed nation weakens the 
economic, political, military and 
ideological bases of the dominating 
classes in the oppressor nation and 
this contributes to the revolutionary 
struggle of the working class in that 


_ w ntcmational took the 'tide of 

with their contemptuous character! Fenians against attacks ia the 
sation of the Republican struggle as English press. When O'Donovan 
bourgeois nationalism', has no Rossa and other lemons were 
basis at all in Mara’s writings. It arrested the International urged all 
comes from Rom Luxembourg • and it's sections to organise protests, 
she was commenting almost exclu- | n )8 67 Marx strongly attacked the 
•ively on Eastern Europe, vicious treatment meted out to 
spectltesUy on Poland s relationship p™*** „ bighsh jails and 

wMfe the Ku»*en U*puc She (hc Iwcrmu.ona! sent a letter of 


P?"** «° ,he H 0 "* Secretary The 
Russia on •1*9* number of of the ImenuiwNul organ- 


«ne ofw^chw« duu.^ InMnutKHiaJ organ- 

groimfe. one of which was thatthc a pg Wu ** Ireland 


Polish working class were benefiting wh|ch ^inclcd tar,* crowds of 
from the Russian connection, and worterv S ome of lhe #peikm 
another that the desire for indepen- defended the killing . f a policeman 


dence was an aspiration of the feudal dunng , pnsoncr 
remnants of the Polish upper classes. Manchester and 
She later changed her line on | aunc hcd a camp, 


prisoners escape in 
r and the council 
a campaign on the 


national self determinaion to one inn ocence of the aw* facing trial for 


Marxist orthodoxy, t |,i, offence In the same year. 


Whether Luxembourg was correct or Engels wrote: 

not in her arguments on Poland is -p* London p ,| clafUI » declare 


not relevant here, what is is that lefty ever y day r 
groups have adopted a theory that faum* md. 


ipcnly for the 
an unheard of 


had relevance in one scenario and ^ iptcndnl thin* heir • for. first a 


superimposed it - retrospectively - 
onto Marx, and then attempted to 


violent and. 
English movei 


Icondly an anti- 
(t <Engels. 1867) 


build a policy on Ireland based on .. . _., 

.hu Ben, „ 


IntcnulKHulisl doe not mean .hal &>«*'* cl-med .h.. I npl. had safe 


one can automatically transfer the 


housed escaped Fenian prisoners but 


obviously there is no documentary 

^uinnal cinmenres of one nation ***** •* » known lh *l 

national experiences of one natKm, ,. , mu i. 


« in > En i eK m,de financial 

vain aiirmnt lo realr an honwwe dowtf * 00! ‘ *° ,nsh revolutionaries, 
vain attempt to create an homoge 

neous international proletariat. But . 


of cmiTsc tho is lhe trap that pnpulisl I"* 2^““? “ hc,K ' Cd 10 


kfliam and Wy.wn ineviuW, l»»e tad . In, mlhcncc .» Kin,... 
fall. .*> f« ihc ,m,lc NM 0* “ "' , “ d 

it's Euro centnc bourgeois orientated The International in both England 


ideology is unable to comprehend and America raised large funds for 
any reality outside of it’s own Fenian prisoners and issued a special 


theoretical introspection 

Practise 

Engels visited Ireland on a 
number of occasions, 
sending back vivid reports 
on the condition of the 
country in the aftermath of 
the Famine. Engels had a 
strong inierest in the Irish 
question and made some 
interesting observations. 
He recognised the revolu- 


appeal lo Irish working women lo 
send donations to the ‘Irish People', 
the Fenian paper, ia Dublin. 


‘The L< 
proletariar 
every day nr 
for the Per 
hence - an i 
and splen 


lionary potential of the here - for, fli 

mobilisation of the onH crpmn 4 
workers and the peasantry f _L U 9 111 

through the Repeal E. PI CJ I I S PI ITI 

campaign in the IH40s. 


which was aimed at 


Collecting sheets v., re circulated by 


getting a parliament in Ireland, hut |hc international all trade union 


slopped short of complete indepen branches throughout Britain. The 
t * cncc Reform League, m organisation of 

‘‘What people? They haven't a penny English workers. <*gjniscd a mass 


to lose, more than half of them have meeting in Hyde 1'irk calling for the 
not a shirt to their hack, they are real release of Fenian prisoners. This was 


proletarians and sans culottes, and the first time ihai English workers 
Irish besides • wild ungovernable had publicly demonstrated with their 


fanatical Gaels. If I had two Irish counterpart % in support of 
hundred thousund Irish I could Independence l«* Ireland. In 


overturn the 
monarchy** 


whole British (fetober 186V a meeting in Hyde 
Park, calling for .hi amnesty for the 


Thus it can he seen thai Marx's 
support for revolutionary separatism 
in Ireland was fully compatible with 


the ideals of proletarian intcmation 


olism. The rejection of the right lo 
national self determination by 


The practical possibilities of the Fcn,i * n attracted a huge 


revolutionary 


crowd with cstim.iies varying from 


Femamsm focused the attention of •WIOOlo 120.000 This was organ- 
Marx and Engels on Ireland in the •*> JP Me Do ”* a ’ a F «»«» n ■"** 


I86CK They were attracted to the *° ** * «*« O'**™ 1 


Fenian movement because of it’s 
working class composition, anti¬ 


Council of the latemational and 
secretary for Ireland. 



Faced with a choice 
between balcony or 
baloney, Marx and 
Engels would have had 
no hesitation. 


clericalism and ‘socialistic During the 1869 election campaign 
tendency' Tbc Fenian movement of O Donovan R«*saa, who ran as a 


was a secret Republican conspiracy prison candidate and was elected 
to overthrow British rule in Ireland MP for Tipperary ihe Church issued 


through armed action It's greatest a direction from Rome ordering 
period of strength was in the 1860's priests to oppose Ionian candidates 


but a planned rebellion failed and the and not to sign th> amnesty petition, 
organisation was destroyed at this The motivation ol nationalists and 


(Below) Labour 
leaders Neil Kinnock 
and Kevin McNamara 
being presented with a 
plaque - “The cause of 
Ireland ia the cause of 
Labour, and the cause 
of Labour it the cause 
of Ireland", 


time by arrests and informers, the church was to |4eveni the growth 
However Fcmanism remained an of an independent republican and 


important underground movement communist influenced organisation, 
in Ireland and America up until the a public |0 , he 


1916 Rising, the leaders all being International M.irx attacked the 


Liberal policy of i.dical reform’ for 


During the 1860s Marx and Engels Ireland (while in opposition) and 
put forward the arguments for repression (whil« in government). 


independence for Ireland in the 1st The vast majority of the delegates 
International and discussed the who spoke supported an amnesty for 


situation in their letters 


‘‘England never has. and never can. 


the Fenian pri 
dissenters being 


. the only 
notoriously 


Labour’s policy on 
Ireland it merely a 
variation on the 
critical but not uncon¬ 
ditional, unconditional 
but not uncritical’ 
favoured by the British 
Left. 


so long as the present relation lasts. reformiM «"* u " tal **** 
rule Ireland otherwise than hy the "^ ,on Pf* *«»**imously 


most abominable reign of terror and wording of .!• resolution was 
______ •• sent to all of th. several hundred 


the most reprehensible corruption." 
(Man to Engels. 1869). 

At the foundation of the 


trade unions aifiliatod to the 
International and only one small 
branch objected. When a delegation 


International "I"**** % explained ihe |*bcy fully this 

Association in 1864 Ireland was branch ^ „ | n ,hc late 


listed as one of the countries 


19th century the policy of the vast 


which British policy was to be ^ nfoni ^ . MC|a||]Ut - in 

condemned. In 1866 the First Britain was openly pro imperialist. 









previous exchange ol private corre¬ 
spondence between Marx and 
Engels reveal* that they did ■** 
personally support the feman 
bombing cMfVf" ' n E n |l #l| d* 
believing that it would turn puW*c 
opinion in Britain again** the 
Fenians Howevar H would appear 
that, unlike socialist sects today, 
they did not extrapolate private 
opinions into political positions 
which would have the effect of 
undermining the cause being 
promoted by exposing the weakness 
and vacillation of ‘revolutionaries' 
through their public acceptance of 
establishment propaganda 


William Leibneckt (above), a 
clone friend of Engels, 
claimed that Engeln had safe | 
housed escaped Fenian 
prisoners 


, The practical effect of the support 
in that their view of a future socialist for n* |n*h struggle by the leaders 
society was bound up with capitalist ^ W(irtd ww lhe M(mn . 

conce ption* of the role of the British 0 f international into Ireland 
empire in bringing enlightenment to were formed in Cork and 

kssrr race* through the greatness of Wllb attempts at organisation 


British industry 


in Belfast. Limerick and other 


Marx however was not satisfied with centres. Irish branches were also 
mere paper resolutions and farmed in Irish working districts in 
embarked on a sustained publicity English towns, particularly in 
campaign to make the plight of the London. 

prisoners known throughout Europe ^ Cori , (Hindcd , 872 . 

and America. 20 prisoners had either h , d fivc hundrcd mcmb ers. 
dred or gone insane as a result of the |ncludin{ . |nidc unKim . , n Cork it 
bniul treatment they endured. Marx wak repiKted (hj<| (he | m emaiional 
was in direct contact with the - won lhc hacking t)f inan) of lhc 
Fenians, especially Mrs O Donovan okJcM ^ ^ advocates 

Rcwsa. In newspaper "trcles^Marx ^ , mh indcpendcncc ‘. The Cork 
denigrated Gladstone, the British lhe editor a brother of the 

Prime Minister and the liberals by M bishop> sported (hc 


a counter propaganda campaign, a 


comparing the Irish prisoners international branch as a plot 
conditions to those suffered by the halchcd between English and 
political opponents of dictators such C(>ntirKrnta | atheists" 
as Emperor Napoleon III in France _ , 

mi the Tsar Russ,,. GWMonc. ™crc was an .mmediau clamp 

lhruugh lhc Hn|lish press, launched ■*"? » °! 

a „ winter pnipapand, sampuipn. a T h, ’*‘ l * lrc ^ d J* J* 
blacklisting **f members and contin¬ 
uous armed police 
ondon surveillance. The church 

HAl^loro launched a red scare 

^ UtJUIdie campaign which intensified 

nore openly in 1X71. after the Paris 

r-w S r-w ^ f-w Commune, with allegations 

. «■* “* meaben of ,hc 

Unneara OT International in Pans had 

| r"| murdered priests and 

^ ♦ h '’* h ‘‘P s The catholic 

^ X I I * church in Cork mobilised 

idly an anti- sections of the working 

inwAmpnt’ da%% aea,nM ,hc 

International with claims 
that it’s members in Paris 

; sure S,p„ ihal Mu. s cll.ms were “ " B,rdcml .!»*'*' * ensued 
working Mars's daupluer. Jenny, an a, a nn»mn { ,n ,d smlers. 

i impunain aocUhr acuvis, ,n he, *■«'>» 

own neht. cncaccd in a senes of "A Commune meeting in Cork was 


meeting in Cod was 


correspondence refuting the counter attacked by a fanatical crowd, but 


propaganda of the 


the hundreds of workers present 


the letter commends 


•the generous and humnoe conduct "W"" !> f 


which characterised the general 



number of her letters appeared in the gase such an account of themselves 
major French paper “La that the superstition mongers hail to 
Marseillaise" and were republished run for their lives" 
all over Europe, eventually the These Irish workers had recognised 
English capitalist papers could no ,hai the motivation of the police, 
longer maintain the government's employers and the church in their 
conspiracy of silence regarding the hostility to the International was due 
, Irish prisoners Gladstone's , tl }(, SUC ccss in removing the 
campaign had backfired badly and national antagonism that had been 
he was forced to call a Commission fostered as an impediment to the 
of Enquiry which led to the release uni , y D f ,bc Irish and English 
of most of the Fenian prisoners on working class and which was the 
condition that they did not return to tminstay of the establishment in 
Ireland maintaining class domination in 

In 1X72 the Hague Congress ol the both countries. 

International, representing workers | n lhc long term the effect of clerical, 
from 13 nationalities, approved a press and state censure ensured that 
resolution strongly condemning the ,hc International branches did not 
treatment of Fenian prisoners by the survive for very long in Ireland The 
Liberal government JP Me Donnell t hai the International itself was 
wrote a letter to Gladstone haxed on in dcc imc before the establishment 
the International decision in which „f ,bc | ns h branches did not auger 
he constantly refers to the Fenians as wc || f (H p* fut urc The most impor 
political prisoners and rejects claims llin , lcssitn lo he learned from the 
that they were common criminals: growth of the International in 
'even the most hostile lo Ireland Ireland is that the influence of 
have not dared to accuse . lhe Irish socialism came through the active 
political prisoners of any crime' and practical involvement of 
except that of conspiring for the communist* in support of a repub- 
destruction of king standing evils lican campaign, not via abstract 
and the establishment of a free and polcmicising on the ideological 
independent form of Republican short comings of the Fenian 
government for Ireland'. movement. 

On the issue of Fenian ‘terrorism' Aid given to Irish working class 


Aid given to Irish working class 
revolutionaries and political and 


from socialist groups both in 


actions of the Fenians in the most ,re, “ nd , " d must not be just 

trying c.rcuinstances, a conduct P 1- "^ « 

J.J. mnvl revolutionists would ** 00 d,rec « «“«■** “ •» ,h «' 

if J rendered by Marx. Engels and the 

Q»i*otk. pn bciudl of a pcopk in 1 

revolt. ' (RA emphasis) separatist* of the I9fh century, the 

Fenians. No group can claim to he 
This is interesting because a MOTmi if h docs otherwise. 


C ontrary to the placurd politics 
of the Leninist/Trotskyist left, 
the revolutionary movements 
and struggles that inspire Marx's most 
passionate writings are manifested in 
the direct action of street fighting, 
armed struggle and barricades as in 
1789. I84X and 1871. As early as 
1846. Engels defines the objective of 
the “Communists'* as inspiring “a 
democratic revolution by force." Marx, 
in a contemporary letter, declares that 
social conflict can only he resolved 
through “the real and violent action of 
the masses.” In the course of a discus¬ 
sion of the events of 1848, Engels 
refers to the workers’ “own sphere of 
action - the street." 

This language is not intended as the 
abstract crushing' and 'smashing' 
beloved of today's lefty rhetoric. Marx 
means it. Writing of a workers’ 
demonstration in 1866. Marx 
complains to a correspondent: 
“Matters were indeed hanging on a 
thread. If the railings - and it was touch 
and go - had been used offensively 
against the police and about twenty of 
the latter had been killed, the military 
would have had to 'intervene' instead 
of only parading. And then there 
would have been some fun. One thing 
is certain, these thick-headed John 
Bulls, whose skulls seem to have been 
specially manufactured lor the consta¬ 
bles’ truncheons, will never get 
anywhere without a really bloody 
encounter with those in power..." 
The language might not he politically 
correct, but the sentiments are clear 
They could hardly he in greater 
contrast to the key utterance of modern 
left politics in Brituin: Steve Nally of 
the Militant's gut reaction to the media 
that he was prepared lo name names' 
after a few windows etc were put 
through during the Poll Tux not. 

One of the principal demands of the 
Communist Manifesto and of the 
founding statement ol lhc International 
(written by Marxi is that all workers 
should he armed. This call lor the 
“independent and armed organisation 
of the workers” was consistently 
repeated by both Marx and Engels 
throughout their political writings. 
Indeed, lhc true revolutionary signifi¬ 
cance ol the 1848 revolutions was 
summarised as. 

"throwing before the eyes of the aston¬ 
ished liberal middle-classes ol Europe 
the giani spectre of an armed worktnx 
t /as*. 

In discussing lhc Eranco-Gcrman war 
of 1870. Marx comments that: 
“however the war may end. it has 
given the French prolctanat practice in 
arms, and that is the best guarantee of 
the future..." 

The truth of this observation was to he 
made clear almost immediately during 
the armed insurrection of the Parisian 
workers in 1871. In a speech given to 
the International after the defeat of the 
Paris commune. Marx drew the lesson 
that before the socialist organisation of 
production could he accomplished, "a 
proletarian dictatorship would become 
necessary, and the first of this would he 
a proletarian army. The working class 
would have to conquer the right to 
emancipate themselves on the battle¬ 
field" 

Even defeats sustained in the course of 
an armed struggle must he considered 
as productive As Marx wrote during 
the existence of the Commune itself, 
the Parisian workers were presented 
"with the alternative of either taking up 
the fight or succumbing without a 
struggle. The demoralistion of the 
working class in the latter case would 
have been a far greater misfortune than 
the doom of any number of ‘leaders' 
With the struggle in Paris, the struggle 
of the working class against the 
capitalist class and its state has entered 
a new phase.” 

Marx saw the ultimate task of the 
International as organising force* of 


labour for a struggle of this kind, loiter, 
in 1873. Engels argued against the 
anarchists in his article 'On Authority . 
that in the case of a victorious workers' 
state such as the Paris Commune, 
“if the victorious party does not want 
to have fought in vain, it must maintain 
this rule by means of the terror which 
its arms inspire in the reactionaries” 

This lesson had in part already been 
conveyed by the experiences of 1848. 
Marx wrote: 'The fruitless massacres 
since the June and October days . the 
cannibalism of the counter-revolution 
itself will convince the peoples that 
there is only one way lo shorten, 
simplify, and condense the death- 
pangs of the old society and the bloody 
bmh-pangs of the new society - only 
one way: rrvohituman terrorism." 
After the eventual victory of reaction. 
Marx wrote in reference to future 
struggles: 

“We are merciless; we ask for no 
mercy from you. When our turn 
conies, we will make no excuses for 
terrorism." 

If it is thought that this language ol the 
“sword" is to some extent metaphor 
ical. it is useful lo quote Engels' 
famous statement on the matter: 
"A revolution is certainly the most 
authoritarian thing there is: it is an act 
whereby one part of the population 
imposes its will on the other part by 
means of rifles, bayonets and 
cannons.. it must maintain this rule by 
means of the terror which its anus 
inspire in the reactionaries." 
Unwillingness to implement authori 
tarian measures (which of course in no 
way implies that they are opposed to 
lhc democratic rule of the working 
classes) results in catastrophe and 
defeat: 

“I know of nothing more uuthoriianun 
than a revolution, and when one's w ill 
is imposed on others with bombs and 
bullets, as in every revolution, it scents 
to me an act ol authority is being 
committed It was the lack of ccntrali 
salion and authority that cost the Puri* 
Commune its life " 

The necessity for revolutionary 
violence extended beyond the 
immediate revolutionary period to the 
defence of the workers’ state. Marx 
was explicit (in opposition to the 
anarchist Bakunin i that "terrorism" 
had ultimately to take a state form 
“as long a* the other classes, especially 
the capitalist class, still exist, as long as 
the prolctanat fights against them it 
must employ forcible means, hence 
governmental means; it is still itself a 
class, and the economic conditions on 
which the class struggle is based along 
w ith the existence of classes, have not 
yet disappeared; they must he cleared 
forcibly out of the way or 
transformed, and their process of trans¬ 
formation forcibly hastened'' 
More specifically still, he stated that 
"The communal organisation once 
firmly established, the catastrophes it 
might still have to undergo would he 
sporadic slave holders' insurrections, 
which while for a moment interrupting 
the work of peaceful progress, would 


only accelerate the moment by putting 
the sword in the hand of the social 
revolution." 

Engels ask* rhetorically 
"Would the Paris Commune have 
lasted a single day if it had not made 
use of this authority of the armed 
people against the bourgeois?’ 
Obviously not. It follows that 
“When I am told that authority and 
centralisation are two things thai 
should he condemned under all 
possible circumstances |as by the 
anarchists| it seems lo me that those 
who say so either do not know what« 
revolution is or arc revolutionaries in 
name only." 

The argument is nicely illustrated by 
an inc ident preceding the formation ol 
the Pans Commune itself In 
September 1870. Bakunin and a lew 
other anarchists entered the City Hall 
in Lyon in the wake ol a working clas> 
insurrection and “installed himscll 
there" in the wcmls of a pamphlet 
wnticn jointly by Marx and Engels 
Tempting fate, the first words ol 
Bakunin's decree were, 
'The administrative and governmental 
machine of the state, having become 
impotent, is abolished!" 

Marx and Engels take up the story : 
‘Then came the critical moment, the 
moment awaited for so many years, 
when Bakunin would carry out lhc 
most revolutionary act the world has 
ever seen ■ he decreed the Abolition ol 
the State But the state, in the form ol 
two companies of bourgeois National 
Guards, swept the hall, and scl 
Bakunin hurrying back on the road in 
Geneva". 

The anarchists ‘abolish’ the state 
Unlnrtiinaicly. the stale doesn't agree 
lo he abolished and ‘abolishes' the 
anarchists instead. 

Given that Marxism stresses the 
primacy of the economic force* and 
the determining power of economic 
relations, how is it that Mli Marx am) 
Engels arc explicit in urging the neces¬ 
sity of political, armed struggle against 
the capitalist stale ’ Near the end ol his 
life. Engel* gave a concise answer: 
"Why i lien do we light lor the political 
dictatorship of the prolctanat. il polit¬ 
ical power is economically powerless 1 
Eorcc lie slate power I is also an 
economic power’" 

The primacy ol direct, violent and 
centralised action against the cupilalisi 
state as both a means ol revolution 
against capital, and as a means ol 
defending an independently working 
class state during the period of the 
dictatorship ol the prolctunal. is there¬ 
fore. abundantly supported by both 
Marx and Engels 11k Marxist creden¬ 
tials for the primacy of direct action 
and armed struggle agumsi the forces 
of the bourgeois slate a* opposed in 
economic struggle* focused on the 
workplace, should need no furihcr 
argument 

Tht hulvmulb olobltnhcdprwritirx 
oj (he ro«irri«/or lej! nerd t<> he 
rrrtned. 
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C eltic Anti-Fascists was 
•el up a few months ago 
hut it is the culmination 
I of activities that have been 
| going on for at leafl a couple ot 
years The first problems of 
| racism at Celtic were a few 
years ago during the Souncss 
Era* at Rangers when they 
signed the black winger. Mari 
Walters At the first Old Firm 
game involving Wallers. Critic 
fans threw bananas on to the 
park and Walters was greeted 
with monkey noises every time 
he touched the hull It became 
apparent that anti-racism was 
not an automatic choice for 
[Celtic fans, despite their 
| progressiveness on other issues 
like Ireland and the Falklands 
War (Celtic supporters used to 
|chant Argentina' when the 
conflkri was at its height and 
many in the Jungle section took 
to wearing Argentina football 
Ijeneys). 

With the club itself coming out 
strongly against the racist 
[chanting, fanzines like Not The 
View (NTV) toed the liberal 
line. Their anti-racism was 
confined to the liberal appeals 
to he nice to your neighbour' 
rather than providing any 
[practical means by which fans 


could confront the racists and 
beat them As long as the 
middle class students who 
produce NTV wcreni racist 
themselves was all that seemed 
to matter. It was left to 
individual fans to confront 
those responsible for the racist 
chants in a more direct way. 
Red Action members at the 
football were frequently 
involved in stand-offs with 
those responsible for the 
monkey noises. Even after NTV 
developed links with the 
St.Pauli fans in Hamburg, they 
failed to produce a single piece 
of anti-racist propaganda except 
for the occasional utterances 
about racism being a had 
thing*. 

It was not until the emergence 
of the pro-Republican Tiocfaidh 
At \a (TALi famine that the 
issue was seriously tackled. 
TAl. placed the racism in the 
context of the general rise of the 
right in Europe and pointed out 
that there was no room for 
complacency even at clubs like 
Celtic. TAL's success also lay in 
placing the fans' racism in 
another context • the majority of 
Celtic fans arc second and third 
generation Irish emigrants The 
Irish themselves experienced 


racism and abme. the Welling demo.' 
what is commonly many supporters 
lo " ’sactan- were laying. "You 
amim* in the Weal of donT need to tell us 


Celtic Fans 



Against Fascism! 


it actually the 
legacy of the dncnntina 
tioo and hatred shown 
towards Irish Catholics 
The fact that fascists find a 
receptive atmos¬ 
phere at Rangers is also 
pan of this legacy of 
discrimination, of tuppence 
ha'penny looking down on 
tuppence The fascists recruit 
at Ibmx because they already 
had a foot in the door as a result 
of years of loyalism and 
orangeism - not because of 
anything dial anti-fascists have 
done at Celtic! 

Similarly. despile the 
occasional outbursts of racism 
such as those against Walters, 
the political atmosphere at 
Celtic is very much or the left. 
Celtic fans have a close associ¬ 
ation with Ireland and. as a 
result, there are thousands of 
Celtic fans who have a tremen¬ 
dous sympathy for 
Republicanism. TAL became an 
expression of these sympathies 
and linked the experience of the 
Irish in Scotland with the 
progressive politics of 
Republicanism and anti- 
fascism It was. therefore, a 
natural progression that when 
enough support had been built, 
that those fans who felt strongly 
enough should get together lo 
form Celtic Anti-Fascists. It is 
important to note, especially for 
those who are following similar 
developments at other dubs, 
chat the g ro u nd wo r k had been 
done over three years before the 
organisation was formed. 

Such is the general atmosphere 
that has been developed at 
Celtic (hat when lefties like the 
ANL and YRE have turned up 
to exploit the situation, they 
have been largely ignored 
because they were clearly seen 
as outsiders and opportunists 
When the ANL Icafleticd for 


we're 


'jggfr 
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_ them!” 

Ironically, those 
Celtic camaJs who 
did travel from 
Glasgow to Welling 
with the SWP and 
Militant (some of 
them art still being 
processed through 
the courts) had their 
views of the left as 






and gutless! 

confirmed The| ~ — 
SWP. on the tuber 
hand, probably had 
their wont fean - 
of the working clast at being 
independent, violent and further 
to the left than the so-called 
'revolutionaries’ confirmed as 
well. At a result, the only 
contact between the lefties and 
the Celtic hoys since has been 
when Militant and SWP have 
attempted to discourage them 
from any involvement with Red 
Action • wrecking tactics! 

Celtic Anti-Fascists now needs 
to develop us links with 
supporters' clubs and is 
currently producing a charter 
aimed at securing further 
support for its approach to 
racism and fascism. Around 
30.000 ‘Celtic Fans Against 
Fascism' stickers have been 
sold and distributed and provide 
a regular source of mail from 
the far-flung corners of 
Glasgow to more exotic 
locations in Europe and further 
afield where they have been 
spotted on lamp-posts. The 
CAF banner is a regular feature 
at the big games and racist 
abuse of black players is 
quickly shouted down and dealt 
with Wc know that there are 
still some problems but they are 
minimal compared lo even 
three years ago One thing is for 
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certain, the fash would never be 
able lo mount any sort of 
campaign at Celtic. If they ever 
came near the ground they 
would get the shit kicked out of 
them 

Other knock-on benefits have 
been a steady flow of Celtic 
fans joining AFA in various 
parts of Scotland and England. 
During ihe not by England fins 
in Dublin recently, those 
foremost among the Irish fans 
trying to get at the English 
fascists - aside from RA 
members - were lads who travel 
ova regularly to see Celtic. 

As the Red Action speaka at 
Ihe last Celtic Anti-Fascitis 
benefit gig »aid: 
“In lf§2. many central 
London nations, including 
Waterloo and Charing Cram 
were closed “due to riots'* as 
AFA fought running battles 
with Blood and Honour 
skinheads and right wing 
football casuals. One of the 
main men at Millwall suffered 
a heart attack. For Ihe flm 
time, football casuals that day 
fought alongside Ihe anti- 


right wing 
calling cards and propa¬ 
ganda given pnde of 
place in the Football 
Intelligence Unit’s black 
museum. 

physical force movement 
Force must be met with force, 
violence must be met with 
counter-violence 
pacifism. AfA nationally has 
helped curb the ambitions of 
the BNP for the moment, 
the fight is fnr from over. 
I at hour has turned its buck on 
working dam aspirations, and 
announces that it will in 
foture he a middle dam party 
for a middle class people. The 
far-right intend to mi the 
void. This they have already 
achieved at football. To one 


Fascism is anti-working dam 


wing. In IWJ. a selection of 
over MO turned out to oppose 
the Bloody Sunday demo in 
Ixmdon. Critic, because of Its 
identification with another 
tradition, is probably the only 
duh that the fascists have 
never tried to organise in. So 
it is appropriate (hat Critic is 
the first club lo organise 
against them. I p tilt now the 
far-right have had a free run 
at football. The fighthack 
Marts here.” 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

The anti fascists were then held in ihe 
middle of the rood for ova an hour, 
blocking all access lot local people 
Meanwhile, the BNP were allowed in 
leaflet the High Street, hut. even with 
the police guarding ihem. they were 
visibly shaken and seemed very eager 
to gel away, and were not seen again 
for ihe rest of the day. 

Despite AFA being denied the oppor 
•unity to gel into the BNP and remove 
them from the estate, the contact with 
the Uveal residents was very positive, 
and when the local group had 
Icallettcd the High Street on the 
previous four weekends they had 
received good responses. The local 
residents have certainly had enough of 
Ihe fascists, their police outriders, and 
the subsequent disruption and incon¬ 
venience 

AFA had a much freer rein in 
Manchester ivccnily. and the outcome 
of the day reflected this. AFA's 
Northern Region mobiliscxl to deal 
with ihe aniicpalcd loyalist/fasost 
counter demonstrations at January 's 
Bloody Sunday march in Manchester 
The police on the day had. unusually, 
to cope with both Manchester teams 
playing at home in the cup • come- 
qucnily, limited numbers were 
deployed to police the march. 
Rumours abounded that the police on 
the march were only specials, hut 
whatever the reason they certainly 
weren't ova keen on gating between 
AFA and the opposition 
The first contact of the day was made 
at the Clarence pub. on the route of the 
march. A loyalist/fascist mob of 
■pprox 20 had met up there and were 


trying to whip up some City Ians into 
has mg a go at the march As the march 
approached, they bowled out of the 
boo/cr. lull of the usual Sieg Heils and 
Rule Bntannijs As it goes, their most 
ferocious lighting was with each other 
as they desperately tried to scramble 
hack through ihe door (which their 
comrades inside tried to slum in their 
faces) as they were hit by an AFA 
pinccr movement Game on As AFA 
stewards dealt with those unfortunate 
enough to he outside, and chased the 
remainder through the boom and nut 
the back, a flute band stopped outside, 
providing a perfect musical accompa¬ 
niment to the event. Dave Taylor. 
Rochdale's lop fascist, wus nowhere lo 
he seen when the fighting started 
Mention must he made of the poor 
soul who jumped ova the hack fence 
to escape AFA right into the jaws of 
an angry growler. 

AFA pulled back onto the pavement, 
expecting the old bill to intervene • 
they didn't, so a second wave went 
through the pub More of the same. 
The fascists fled, the majority of the 
City fans inside the pub just stood out 
of the way. wanting nothing to do with 
them. The governor said on the radio 
that night that £2000 of damage had 
been caused to the pub -I suppose you 
could call it an on-the-spot fine 
After the Clarence, the main AFA 
group was eventually forced to 
disperse by the police. It appears that 
the fascists saw this as an opponunuy 
in give it the big un'. so they did. 
following the hands, regaling them 
with the usual taunts and insults. 

One of the bandsmen put it well - "It 
was simply a case of looking at my 


watch, and thinking any second 
now .*' Whai hod he seen that his 
aggressors hadn t ? A third and 
separate firm of AFA stewards moving 
up behind them. As it bounced out of 
a sidrstrect into them, all they could 
muster in response was a terrified 
"Run 1 " And they did 


4 

' =* 


him from the area in a police vun. One 
fool approached a group of stewards 
with the immortal opening line. 
"Alright? I'm here to get into the 
reds " He then proudly produced the St 
George's flag he had brought along for 
the occasion As it happens, the flag 
proved rather useful; it was soon 


“Alright? I'm here to get into 
the reds' 

Seconds later - time out for 
a quiet moment of 
reflection 



And so it went on. AFA stewards 
occupied Alhcn Square, ahead of the 
march, as this was where Sinn Fein's 
Martin McGuincss was due to speak, 
and consequently was a likely focal 
point for the opposition. A couple of 
hapless individuals did appear, 
obviously intending to mca up with 
the rest of their ‘boys'. Problem was. 
their hoys had been delayed elsewhere. 
Austin Stoneam. Blackburn \ BNP 
organiser, after making a quick assess¬ 
ment of the situation, demanded that 
some indifferent coppers thooki escort 


draped ova his unconscious body, 
providing a wonderful photo-opportu¬ 
nity for the press. 

These stories are not being repeated 
simply for their anecdotal value, there 
is a method in our madness Firstly, the 
contrasting fortunes of the fascists in 
Manchester, depending on whetha 
AFA are in action or not. As reported 
in Issue 70. the last Manchester 
Martyrs Commemoration was humili¬ 
ated by a mob of 40 fascists/loyalist*. 
AFA were aware that they would he 
comiftg into town (and had warned the 


Committee of this fact) hut were 
fulfiling prior commitments in l^eeds 
on the day The Martyrs Committee 
were not physically capable of 
defending their own meeting, and 
‘ it not been for the police, the 
Martyrs' rally would surely have 
heeo butchered Compare this lo the 
events around the Bloody Sunday 
march The day was. from AFA's 
point of view, a complete success 
Three AFA stewards wav arrested but 
released with cautions The fascists 
weren't able lo gain any momentum, 
they were denied the opportunity to 
moh-up and consolidate their forces 
They woe nut-inancouvcrcd and out 
fought. 

The second point concerns the police, 
the otha key playa in this three- 
cornered light At Iasi year's Martyrs' 
rally, the police presence protected 
them from the fascists, in contrast to 
previous Martyrs events, where the 
police have been forced lo protect the 
loyalists. If the lascists/tayalixt* were 
hoping for police protection at Ihe 
Bloody Sunday march, then they must 
have been bitterly disappointed But 
even with state protection, as in 
Kirkby. the very fact that AFA were 
present and obviously prepared lu 
confront the police in order to get ut 
the BNP shook them out of operating 
as they would have liked. 

Nevertheless the police played a 
pivotal role and clearly they have their 
own agenda. At the Manchester 
Martyrs' Commemoration, they 
prevented violence, hut allowed an 
effective protest, ic meeting cancelled. 
On Bloody Sunday, they allowed 
protest, but ignored violence • protest 
crushed. In Kirkby. the police used 
violence to prevent effective protest. 
With the even greater license allowed 
under the Criminal Justice Act. the 
route one approach is likely to become 
a firm favourite with plod. The situa¬ 
tion has changed and militant 
ami-fascists need to adapt. 
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P* ★letters^ 


Dear Red Action. 

I wa a little taken aback by the bar* 
condemnation of the Jama* Ton oolly 
Society: 'The Beat Of* Bad Bunch'. 
RA Issue 70 On the evidence you 


e*ly) you have a case, never the less 
the feneral tone of the article was 
hanh. almost fundamentalist. The 
point is, who benefits if former allies 
like the JCS. The Bands Alliance, 
and Red Action become bitter 
enemies? Certainly not republi¬ 
canism. And that is my primary 
criticism. For surely it is the bitter 
ness engendered by your public 
denunciation that makes any future 
reconciliation an unlikely prospect. 
That said, a report m The Herald 
28/4/95. claimed that the JCS 
appealed to loyalists to call a truce' 
over a planned march on June 3rd in 
memory of Edinburgh-horn 
Republican. James Connolly' left me 
flabbergasted 

As we all know. LoyaJism has more 
than a passing resemblance to 
fascism, albeit of the provincial 
variety. It is fairly certain that many 
of the supporters of the 'likely 
counter-demo will also he supporters 
of far-right groups, like the Bniish 
National Party. Docs this not mean 
that as well as calling a truce with the 
loyalists, that ihc JCS is also running 
up the while (lag to the BNP* Quite 
apart from questions of principle, 
this statement if true, also seems 
tactically inept. Not only was the 
plea dismissed out of hand by a 
loyalist spokesman, hut at a stroke 
Ihc appeal legitimises loyalist 
triumphalism, as the flip side of 
Republicanism, making it easier for 
those, not least the stale, to duly 
condemn both as sectarian 
Despite my continuing reservations 
regarding Red Action's intolerant 
approach (and not only in regard to 
the JCS). if this is what results from 
going mainstream' as alleged in 
the article, then on balance. I'd 
rather he a fundamentalist - no 
surrender to the BNP' 

JH, Aberdeen. 


Dear R A 

Nearly months into lb* 
•easefire prison condition* 
for Republican POW» 
continue to worsen 
On a recent visit to Frankland 
Prison. I witnessed yet more 
examples of the British 
government's refusal to move 
forward on the issue of 
prisoners' rights, or rather 
their determination to move 
backwards 

The authorities at Frankland 
have built a "visitors' centre”, 
supposedly to reduce the 
waiting time for visitors. In 
reality, u only adds an extra 
layer of red tape to hold 
visitors up. There are no facil¬ 
ities in the new centre - not 
even a dnnks machine. Given 
that friends and families of 
prisoners have often had to 
travel a long way to get to 
Frankland. this must he seen 
as a deliberate policy to 
dissuade relatives from 
coming by making the visit as 
uncomfortable as possible 
This is confirmed by the 
recent introduction of new 
plastic scaling, rather like Ihc 
sort you get in MacDonalds or 
a motorway service station. 
Tables and chairs are fixed, 
and there is now a rule that 
says ihai the prisoner and 
visitor must stay on their own 
seal The reason given for this 
i* that some prisoners were 
taking advantage of visits, and 
behaving in an "indecent" 
manner. Bui ihc real reason is 
to further humiliate prisoners 
and (heir families. 

When I visited Irish 
Republican POW Patrick 
Hayes Iasi month, another 
POW. Tommy Jack, was being 
visited by his fiancee. The 
prison warders used the new 
rule lo step in and prevent 
Tommy and his fiancee from 
hugging. "Decency" had 
nothing io do with it The aim 
is simply lo deprive prisoners 


of any form of reasonable, 
decent human contact with 
their visitors. In shod, they 
aim to make visiting condi¬ 
tions intolerable 
When the prison officers saw 
Tommy hugging his fiancee, 
they barged in officiously and 
demanded that they sit apart 
The incident began lo escalate 
as Tommy refused lo he 
treated like an animal Other 
prisoners took his side. The 
altitude of the prison staff and 
the governor who give* them 
their orders created the 
incident, and their intransi¬ 
gence nearly led to a serious 
incident. The new rule is 
nothing shod of degrading, 
and the authorities know it. 
Many POWs get visits from 
their families, including young 
children. Such visits are 
extremely impodani lo people 
serving such long sentences. 
These visits arc the only 
contact they may get with their 
children before they grow up. 
And yet. the new visitors 
centre at Frankland has 
absolutely no facilities for 
children. Throughout the 
endless waiting thut inevitably 
precedes any visit, the 
children are expected to sit 
quietly and behave 
themselves, stuck in a tiny 
space until the category A 
officers decide lo process you. 
The whole experience is 
terrible for children. They are 
not treated as children ai all. 
hui merely as someone who 
might potentially aid a 
prisoner. Once inside, a child 
may have been wailing for a 
long time already, and yet they 
then have nothing whatsoever 
to do except sit and wait. The 


prison authorities do not seem 
to recognise that children need 
to he treated with respect, and 
provided with appropriate 
facilities. 

The fact is that conditions lor 
visitors have now deteriorated 
to such an extent that at least 
two POWs in Frankland have 
indicated that they will no 
longer accept visitors Nor is 
the situation restricted to 
Frankland. The same condi¬ 
tions. the same deterioration, 
the same attitudes on the pan 
of the authorities are repeated 
up and down the country, in 
particular where Irish POWs 
are concerned. 

Surely this can only be due to 
the intention of the Home 
Office to increase the pressure 
on POWs. escalalc the 
pressure in the jails, and 
repress the prisoners even 
more, thus pulling more and 
more pressure on ihc cease¬ 
fire. 

Julie, North London 


PANTHER 

Dear Red Action. 

I was pleased to see your 
ariicle on the Panthers in the 
last issue, and incidentally, 
your review of Larry O'Hura’s 
hook, although I must admit 
my assessment of his work is 
more positive than yours. 
Anyway, given your noted 
support for political prisoners 
I am writing to appeal for your 
help in defending the life of 
Mumia Ahu-Jamal. an 
African-American journalist, 
revolutionary and political 
prisoner. Mumia. a former 


f Black Panther and 
supporter of the radical 
MOVE organisation has 
hen on death-row since 
1981 on charges that he 
killed a policeman. These 
charges are false, there was 
no forensic evidence 
linking Mumia to the 
^ murder, witnesses saw 
another man run from the 
scene after shooting (he 
policeman and the trial was a 
travesty of justice. Mumia has 
been imprisoned for his polit¬ 
ical beliefs. 

The recent election of a right 
wing Republican governor m 
Philadelphia, committed to 
executing death row prisoners, 
means that Mumia. a one lime 
black journalist, could he 
killed ai any lime. Governor 
Tom Ridge won the election 
on a pm death penally 
platform and bus pledged lo 
sign death warrants as soon as 
he can. Mumia is at the top of 
his lisi of 170 death row 
prisoners and only a massive 
show of international 
solidarity can save him. I. 
Please publicise hi* case in 
your organisation. 

2. Write in protest demanding 
a retrial to Governor Tom 
Ridge. MainCupitol Building. 
Room 225. Harrisburg. 
Pennsylvania. USA. and 
demand ihai executions cease. 

3. Please send donations to 
Mumia Ahu-Jamal Legal 

Defence'. Committee to Save 
Mumia Ahu-Jamal. 163 
Amsterdam Avenue. No. 115. 
New York. New York 10023 
3001. 

4. Write directly lo Jamal do 
Mumia Ahu-Jamal. AMK335. 
SCI Green. 1040 E.Roy 
Furman Hwy. Wayneshurg. 
Pennsylvania. PA 15370. 

5 Consider using ankles from 
Mumia's weekly death row 
column - these can he obtained 
from the above address. 
Best Wishes. Derek Wall 
On behalf of Green 
Revolution and MOVE 
supporters in the UK 




Hello Hi wy p m Red Action 
Me and my mates used to 
have respeci for you but the 
latest issue paper, no 70, 
has changed all that. You say 
people didn't throw stuff out 
of coach windows onto the 
filth This is bullshit cos we 
were throwing stufT out of the 
skylights in our busses roof 
Just cos you didn't sec it 
doesn't mean it didn't happen, 
also, seldom have I read such 
deliberately politically 
ignorant bullshit as “there is 
nothing about Class War 
custom and practice lhal polit¬ 
ically distinguishes ii from 
Trotskyism". YOU know very 
well this is hullshn 
And to accuse Class War of 
being agent provocateurs' 
when MI5 have been sniffing 
inside your organisation lor 
years!witness recent IRA/Red 
Action jailingsi is just a joke. 
Then you say your mail is 
being interfered with on the 
next page' Your jealousy is 
obvious fia .ill to see 
Hull Anarchists. 


Red Action 
would like to 
make it clear 
that FREE 
subscriptions 
are available to 
all prisoners. 
In addition, we 
particularly 


welcome 


JW ■■■■■ an m Racism hu« been an 

I % m I essential ingredient in 

I I I loyalist thinking 

I BB the time of its arrival m 

Ireland 

n — ia«*n Mun > Ulster Frincstants 

Any Teague Will Do •" - 

# 9 narrow religious funda- 

\ d-.- d. ii mcniulism. exclusivisi. 

A, the P«ct Pr«m slowly , ^ . ^. _ 

stumbles on. Icar starts to stalk the . , , , - . v. 

hearts „f ihc loyalist ngb, That ***** 
well known intellectual. Sammy ^ . 

Wilson of Ihc Democratic UnioniM Tl, ^ '..V™ '.f “ ,hc 

Paris h»v ArtM-uM , iras-.r,... Hcncnvolk Democrat) It projects 


Wilson of the Dcmncratk Unionist 
Party, has uniculatcd a favourite view 
of the loyalist right wing 
He has called for unionists to examine 
whether or not it is necessary lo physi¬ 
cally fight and to he prepared for ihc 
sacrifices and hardships of a physical 


iicnvnvoik, ijemncrac) it projects 
an image of sturdy, dinir. reliable, 
brave, mdividualistk and intelligent 
pmtcsianis contrasting with catholics 
as feckless, lazy, dirty, irresolute and 
superstitious The belief of racial 


fo.ee campaign lo cclahhch an Z^TV' " fT’E 

independent Uldet He alia, claimed hC “' > ‘"“I* '‘, h " l “' v * l, » lc “ d 

IhaihtvcwwcrepresentedcuirenlDlIP 'rorolhocc whohave 

thinking noitiing. 

Wilson „ prepared to dtscm. Mich w ” 

ideas within ihc unioniM popalanon in h,VC A "'" *’ 1 

order to prepara .hem lor Ihc Inline T™™ V ^ 

lake many loyalists he rayonls .he Z.ZZZ., c 7 

currant process is port ol an inevitable Si l "" c<l S " M • I, ' , "*“' :d lh “ 


current process as pari ol an inevitable 
drift towards a United Ireland Such a 


%o utterly distinct in then rot ml 


happening would be. in his eyes. Z j mr,r nmm 

hellish for the lovuliwu > ^raclensius. in their practical 


hellish for the loyalists. 

Once again we see the politicians 


ideals, in their religious sum lions ond 
in their sense of civic and national 


the DUP whipping up fears It is not ZJ Z T 

lhal there Is a teal prospect of ■ united 7. ' ' ?' SZ I ”T" 

■r«ii,i. u nk-Uw-TzL ,:.T harmoniously side by side unless under 


Ireland It is that they, the loyalists. h even-handed 
may have to co-operate with the 
catholics and/or nationalists of the VXTihTZLr, 
North Time and time again the leader 1*7* £* 


the even-handed control of a just 


Today the mainstream unionist party, 
the UUP. supposedly less extreme than 


ship of the DUP has marched the will-'' TvWd i 1 

frightened and fenrful loyalists up lo *?—* P U* «■* which ruled (he 

Ihc barricades and then stood brak f !"* EX 

whilu fhrv . juried mn the wrav au-wu implementing a de facto apartheid 

that their sunreme Paislcv w»n the P 0 *** ** refuses to acknowledge the 
Generally smaiine Invalid wk i,»' 0Ur awl P°*‘ c y Still regards 

S&i!^ sT'rrTh't “ i"* 

•ively directed at catholics, any *** < 2 r * n * c 

catholics, o, as .he mart grafTmis l Anratoog*,^ 

ATWD. ie. Any Teague Will Do M «'" Smyth, t, the lender 


of the Orange Order. He refuses 
to acknowledge the wrong done 
to the catholics of ihc lower 
Omicau Road by persistent and 
provocative Orange demonsira- 
lions that reck of racist 
triumphalism. 

This alliludc (he unionists try to 
cover by reference lo religious 
and civil freedoms Indeed one 
of the new 

breed ol intellectual unionists. 
Anhur Augey. has argued that: 

“The imperial notion of civus 
Br Hummus sum' has trans- 
lormcd it self into tlic democratic 
ideal of different nations, 
ililfcreni relinions and different 
colours all equal citizens under 
one gtn errmenl." 

It was from this 'democratic 
ideal* that the Republic of 
Ireland seceded to build a stale 
based on national unity The Solemn 
Covenant of 1912 was designed to 
ensure equal citizenship in the United 
Kingdom 

This is jusi intellectual crap. There 
never was equal treatment within the 
six-county slate, neither from 
Unionists nor British. There never was 
nor is equal treatment under British 
law for West Indians. Asians, their 
descendant s or any other racial mi non 
lies inside the British state. 

The British state was once the centre of 
the British Empire, the northern 
Unionists saw themselves as fnends of 
that empire Carson, the acknowledged 
leader of Unionist opposition lo Home 
Rule, was clear as to his position, the 
paramount necessities of Imperial 
defence would demand the mainte¬ 
nance of the union ." 

With the ending of the British Empire, 
the Ulster Loyalists are stranded as 
flotsam washed up on the shores of 
history Leaderless they sway with the 
weather One day their 'democratic' 



politicians like WiImwi cull for war 
preparations Other days their hit men 
represented by the Ulster Democratic 
Party (UDAi and the Progressive 
Unionist Parly (UVF» say they recog 
nisc the wrongs done to their fellow 
catholics by the old Stormont regime, 
whilst stockpiling weapons such as 
discovered in Hollywood. County 
Down. 

It is \no wonder lhal the latest statement 
from ihc Irish National l iberation Army 
on May Day 1995 confirmed lhal ihc 
army was not on a permanent ceasefire 
While posing no ihrcal lo ihc current 
peace process, ihc INLA remains uncon 
voiced by ihc current process They 
articulated five areas for concern; 
"1/The failure of the British Government 
lo acknowledge ns history of violent 
interference in Irish affairs 
V The intransinent British Gmemment 
altitude to the issue of polilual prisoners 
and their position on dexommissuming. 
J/ The effects of partition and the 
unionist veto on political development in 
Ireland 


4/ The urgent need lo deul eflet lor/v w ith 
thr sonul and ri onomn imbalance 
V The need to disUaml the KU( and 
create in its /date an at t epiatde /ndice 
senn e. 

Wr support a just ami lasting petur. 
ideally dun would he of a mm-violent 
appro,u h to achieving the hasic 
Republican mm of u British wiihWritw.il 
from Ireland Unfortunately in our view 
there is presently no programme lhal 
constitutes %m h an alternator The past 
few mtmlhs has show n with great clarity 
the obvious disdain in which the British 
hold for Republicans atloptmg a non 
violent appmai h to conflicl resolutum. ** 
The caution of the INLA and ihc 
Socialist Republican Movement gener¬ 
ally for the whole current peace 
process is well-founded against a 
backdrop of loyalist re arming, sabre 
rattling by the DUP and British 
Government contempt for Irish 
Republicanism 

National liberation is still on the 
agenda. 

Sean Reid. Belfast. 









O ne of Ibr hallmarks of (hr Yet in the following year 
‘Bolshevik’ style mniulionan Engel* gave hi* opinion that 
sect h thc concept of ‘the masse*’. "Now the movement hat at 


now. they ate drawing far 
greater masses into the 
struggle. shaking up society 
far more profoundly, and 


Implicit la the term Is a kind of least been 

ritual flatter) coupled with an going... Formally 
assumption of clam (and personal) movement is first of all a trade 
superiority. The masses' and their union movement, but utterly 
alter ego, the workers’, art different from dial of the old 
assumed to have no independent Trade Unions of skilled 
political consciousness the ‘masets* labourers, the labour anstoc 
have no will of their own. The racy The people arc making a 
masses are a slumbering, InhoCo- far greater effort than before 
misrd giant. The concept of the now. they arc drawing far 
moMlithk party Is a distillation of greater masses into the 
Ike concept of the monolithic struggle, shaking up society 
working masses. far more profoundly, and 

How closely does this concept of the P un *"f forward more far- 
working class as a single revolu- 
lionary/lumpcn mass correspond to the e.ght-h mir day 
perceptions of Marx mid Engels ’ In lateral federation of all a*n- 
act. both Marx and Engel*, in the ** d cufr 

scattered comments they make on the ■oHdarity.-.Mminrar. 
subject, were acutely aware of the people regard their immediate 
potential divergences in political detnaods as only provi- 
ciHiscHHisness resulting from concrete '***' they must learn horn 
conditions of existing capitalist own experience, from 
societies. They fully appreciated how. ** mt ^mi n^f ^gown 
as Engels expressed it in a letter to „ Mncc ’ 

Marx in 1852. “the instinctive class oW Trade* Umorn. they greet 
hatred of the worker* against the ***** suggestion of the 
industrial bourgeois*" could exist •*"««* 
along side "the reactionary cravings of capital mi 
the workers and their prejudices ." sciimful laughter, this will not 

Marx was acutely aware of the amtag- vwytong..._ 

omiimt existing even within the core The emphasis is carefully UkI 
of the class, the industrial proletariat: **^necessity off these 

•The organisation of the proleunrt backward sectioiu organ- 
into a class and consequently into a -nd 

political party, is continually being fnd»peni#n//y. Engels put 
upset again by the competition ***** ho P* ,n lh * 
between the workers themselves." revolutionary potential 
The reason for this state of affairs is of , e hl * h ^ 

straightforward. exploited dements of 

"Competition separates individuals ,h * workforce: 

from one another. not only the "*»* masses «e on the 
bourgeois, bui i till mort the workers. "** vc 31x1 •"*** •* *’ 
in spite of the fact that it brings them holding them hack 
together Hence it is a long time before anymore. The , ‘ M **** 
these individuals can unite the stream is dammed 
Marx, for example, comment* how “P , 1 ™ 0I J P 0 '*'**** 1 
"formerly active members" of the * ,M J* *JJ*. hre * k 
proletariat, after the failure of the I848 through when it eomn 
revolutions, "were caught by the And ,hch * “"'killed 
temporary bribe of greater work and workgn ut very 
wages, and turned into political different felhiws from 
uA ... the fossilised men of 

• ihc old Trades Unions. 

This refers to economic competition JJjJj # ^ o( ^ M 
between workers on an individual fm |T> 1 .., ^ n , -nd ltf 
level: hut both Marx und Engels nxog (hc craf( C4C | Uk , V cness 
msed how this level of competition of (hc en|inccrv on 
generated fmciiomml conflict* within ^ coMmy a fcner *\ 

Ihc class Engels considered that. cal , for lhe o^amxmiot, 

"this division of the pmpcnvlcss of a| , Tmie> Uni()n * 
working classes into farm hands. m|o ()nc brotherhood 
labourers, artisans, factory workeis JIK j ltW a j irccl druggie 
and lumpen proletariat already ■ 1Mins , cap , Ul | •• 
makes il impossible for them to 

mutually clarify themselves about their Thc essence of tne 
umty ofjintercMs. to come to an under matter was that he 

-** Znk, *,«, .he ,*i 

a single c -craft* unionism In tuber contexts. 

For example, he cites ^»cmponuy ^ „ ckar lhjl( * haJ he 

trade unions uniting skilled adult .. . |bc "iremcndou* heap of tradi- 


scomful laughter, this will not 
take very long..." 

The emphasis is carefully laid 
upon the necessity off these 
backward' sections organ¬ 
ising %/hmlaneomly and 


revolutionary potential 
of the moat highly 
exploited elements of 
the workforce: 
'Ihc masses are on the 


the stream is dammed 
up the more powerful 
will he the break- 



The broad division of society lumpenpmlctariat The lumpenprole 
into classes was deeply lariat, the mob, which is either Irish or 
reflected within the ranks of the of Irish ancestry, ia Catholic by 


Engels adds that the only factor 
that would shatter this 


repugnant thing here He is tell more explicit however ia his 
tethehourgems respectability' most fimou , work. The Communist 
nmsch hat grown deep into the Manifesto The proletariat’ here Is 
SZJ £ opporedhotetedwln-wrol^ 

_ ic * ilhe pcM-howgeaiMc shopkeepers 

innumerable strata , . y wffii am tan* and ihc like - who are 
its own pride but also its inborn reactionary However, 

respect for its betters' and The dangerous class'. the ,cum 
‘superiors' is so old and firmly |ihc lumpenpmletartsi |. that passively 
etfabtished that the bourgeois mtung mats thrown off by the lowest 
find it fairly easy to get their t * g* ,*) soucty. may. here and 

accepted." there, he swept into the movement by a 
Engels adds that the only radar proletarian revolution its condemn* of 
that w ould shatter this life, however, prepare .1 far more for the 
"bourgeois infection" would be p*, of a bribed tool of reactionary 
an economic depression, "a few intrigue.” 

(hanmghly h>dyear," Mm write in grt*cr deoil of the 

The present recession provides counter-revolutionary taken by "the 
some illustrations of this devel- armed and bought out lumpenprole 
opment The tendency of' the tanst fighting against the working and 
“bourgeois infection" to thinking proletariat" in the MU8 
penetrate the working class is revolutions in Pans and Vienna In the 
shown in the illusion of the |H48 revolutionary struggles in Paris. 
Tories property owning which he regards as "the greatest 
democracy' the ideology of historical battle that has ever taken 
which undoubtedly sank root* place", it was a case of "the 
ia certain "privileged' sections bourgeoisie allied with the lumpen pro 
of the class, reference* to the letarial against the working class". The 
"Christian slave nature" of the French provisional government 
workers and their “fancied formed a reactionary 'Mobile Guard' 
national superiority, with their whereby the "Paris proletariat was 
essentially bourgeois ideas and confronted with an army, drawn from 
views and their narrow -minded- own midsi". who. 'belonged for the 
ness" abound in texts by both most part to the lumpcnproletanat. 
Marx and Engels which in all big towns form* a mass 

It ix sometimes sharply differentiated from the indus- 


Marx and Engels. 

It it 



The essence of the 
matter was that "the 
new unions stick 


s pay their state well.. in order to be able I C *P** U **' ,u d ' rec * 

^ tion had passed 


ensure that they have amongst the state servants a 
force that protects them, the police. ." 

(a constable in the RUC now earns an average of 


RUC now earns an average of 
£ 30 . 000 ) 


nationalities, and do not understand 


together" in direct conflict with the old e#ch olhcr And your bourgeois ^ ^mTTnetC to of ,he ^ forcc * ,he 

craft* unionism. In tuba contexts. . w P lav off one nation- c . ,hc m,nc tmncrs * w contemporary circumstances of 

Engels makes it dear that what he ^ ag ams! amHhcr. so that fnmi si^mHm. . .to crown the , umpei relements in maiura: cpiluli*t 

called the tremendous heap of tradi m (he living standards of ,he torTlcU * KH1 hc,wcen *^ 


suggested that Marx trial proletariat, a recruiting ground for 
and Kngels failed to thieves and criminals of all kinds, 
appreciate the extent people without a definite trade |etc|" 
to which the labour Such people were “bought" and 
movement would he -given their own uniform". They are 
dominated by 1 % scum of depraved elements from 
conservative bureau- *11 dosses' who arc however, "ctmsid- 
cracy. Nothing could erably transformed by means of good 
he further from the mto a praetorian guard for the 
truth Marx frequently existing rulers." 

identified this process: | n Orman ideology. Marx is already 
*Thc English working c | ca r that, 

class had gradually *ihc bourgeois pay their state well...in 
been becoming more unJcr to he able without danger to pay 
and more deeply poorly: by good payment they ensure 
demoralised by the that they have amongst the state 
period of corruption «crvant* a force that protects them, the 
since 1848 and had at police..." 

Iasi got lo the ptiini He adds that the bourgeois force the 
where it was no more workers themselves to pay for these 
than the tail of ...its Mate servants" through taxes, so that 
oppressors. the d*. wages of these sumc servants can 
capitalists. It* dircc- he kept to the lowest possible levels' 
tion had passed ctemcnls w ho ^ "armed and 

completely into tire houghr ^ |hc |oo| - of 

h * nd! ' °f 'T w lnidc . reactionary forces (principally the 
union leaders and k(Jllc j # direct and obvious 

professional agita- to Mm i|ar. more systemati- 

tors...these fellows c# |, y dements m present 

never raised a linger VKteUcs Allowing for the devckip- 
irothers in South Wales. |he m | c (tf ttlMc foKe% ^ ^ 

y the mine owners to con(e mporary circumstances of 


union leaders and 
professional agita¬ 
tors... these fellows 


trade union* uniung skiiicu auuii caUcd thc tremendous heap of trad, jincrenccis m the 
workers: They form an anstocracy tHwMy in hcnlcd rubbish^'* inseparable w ,dter> exist to 
amtmg the wtukmg class, they liave fnim .. an okJ poji„ C a| llH j labour dvosherc ’’ 
succeeded menlorcmgftir themselves mo>ctncnl - ^ b lhc - Nkllkd 
a relatively comtortaNc positHm. and .. Reeled " Brick | B yers. m is 

they accept H as final. - 


1 extent unheard of ^f nla, ' v * R the House of ^ ^litical role of Mart's 

CiHnmiiflv. .dincl rcprt«TH»(i\f. of | um p cn p fu | ( .| jlrl .[ am! dcclaMcd. 

f« ,hC m,nm - . dlw. of the modern sure 


j mmcnuTii ivmircu 17 r . . nuuKiff . *1111^ HR hrrrih 

a relatively comloruNe pontton. and un|oflft - dfected “Bricklayers. Ca ^ , '; n '" r^ m,nCf ' „ <Hed W,,h **“ gfe4 " L * hcral »nd its capitalist managers, is 

they accept it as final C arpenters, Joiner*. Compositors, etc" *"***”“? \ . _ 4fH | hv . • , k M extremely close. Thc police (a 

These privileged workers actively „ to lhc layers Mow there that "T** Z JSSLTrfJlS Tins tendenc) is summarised by Marx ^ lhe RUC m)W eanu an 
conspire against thc more impressed tngcls saw dcvekiping a revolutionary v * H as. a law of the proletarian movement avcni gc t if £30.000). Ivailiffv, pnvm 

SC. of the class, momentum "But under the surface that every where a rectum of the pnvate security guards, the 

"since 118481 the cokwsal growth of lhc movement iv going on. ,* k«x lkm!i wtukeis leaders gires bad. touts of the DSS fraud squad etc. play 

industry has produced a class of embracing ever wider sections and rxHjrfctxMc cp The labour aristocracy represented an identical reacuonary role within 

workers of whom there are as many or mostly just among the hitherto Engels noted a further development: (bc -bourgcoivificalion' of the cimtemporary society, 

more than there are skilled' workers sU g nan , Utwest strata. The day is nut ,h * P«» v »Mon d,rect cmpwy respectable workers Other strata. u nm* ihoi aiihoueh 


miners yined with the great Uhcral anJ j|s cap j U Uxt managers, is 

P alt )' • .. .. extremely close. Thc police (a 

Tliis tendency is summonsed by Marx conaahlc in lhc Rl!C m >w earns an 
as. "a law of thc prolctanun movement avc of mMn|i baMiffv. prison 
that everywhere a section of thc ^ m{y guanh . lhe 

workers' leaders goes had. In ut* of the DSS fraud squad etc. play 

Thc labour ansUK-racy represented an identical reacuonary role within 


thc 'bourgcoisification' of the 
respectable' workers. Other strata. 


contemporary society. 

It is important to note that although 


thc trade unions hut who can off when this mass will suddenly •**"« b > ,hc s, * ,c 'tvclf created. ^High not attracted lo bourgeois M urx himself was certainly 


never become members do you f\ m j Uielf.. '' "akmgsidc thc natural, independent mora | ll y i represented a still more ^py 0 f these elements cum* from (he 

suppose thatthe unions ever consider por Engels, then, the masses are proletariat, an artificial proletariat, reactionary force. Such wtHkin £ duas, they in no sense remain 

doing away with this rubbish.’ Not in uJcnutied as thc class of workers dependent on the govcnimen, ^ - a ^ raU largely though not exclusively a n f His utter detestation of 
thc least , the fools want to reform hekiw those of the tradesman engaged sechtm of thc proletariat he clearly f n>m ,he working class. Marx fcUch c | cnKn , % witnessed in the 

society to suit themselves hut mu lo , n relatively well paid skilled work and expected to play a conservative or lfrTns lhc lumpcnproletanat He is .^ quo(ct j ^vc. ix one of the 

reform themselves to suit the develop- protected hv the exclusivity of his reactionary role corresponding to its toidedly uncomplimentary about J^J^ lnk , n{ j feu,*,, „f his political 

mem of society This I think will union. It is this unskilled'class that he dependence tm the state Workers m (hesc -| um pens' • an extremely wnling!k 

explain many things to you in the „ l)0 lo idenufy as the potential thc defence industry - let alone:lhe vast numenius class in his day - in which he _ ^ . 

behaviour of these privileged hearer* of revolutionary momentum layer of sub-profesuoniK ,n_the Ucto lo have included parasitic' J'a^vTcrf dw 


many of these elements emm* from the 
working class, they in no sense remain 
a part of it. His utter detestation of 


his political 


workers." 

Thc reactionary behaviour of these 

“privileged" layers appeared lo Engels SU'EZ'tf ZtoZ kS ,emknc T Furthermore, even reason kniTerinder* and the like get a 
(and presumably lo Marx) as the her context “the living standard «**•! members of municipal or state p^jeubr hammering), and bohemian l I cra i, n B within 

normal position of the labour aristo- 'JEttSSE- P*of«v,ons will possess a natural e ^ nls m general, as well as resalual STVtete 

craLs in devekiped capitalist societies. #b| th#n |h>| of evcn |h< tendency to preserve the hwarchy. e i eroems f ro m pre-capitalist strau 1|C4 in ^ diver- 

He contrasted this attitude with the English worker, and this atom is suffi °* *** dl * Cinfcd ^ lhe 8 rowth of c *P ,ul ' Mn ^^TctodUHin* of relative privilege 

•proletarian consciousness of the ctem lo relegate Inm 10 the back seat ,urw ,n ^, / Z ' ... In > number of context* he plainly ^ workin| dass itself The 

mmtstt." Thc masses' referred to by for Wfne 1 ^." ( R a\ emphasis.) Engel* believed that thc ultimate regard* the lumpcnproletanat a* inhcr- ^^p-poudiu own leader* is one of the 

Engels refer specifically to thc The pattern of class differentiation and * ffec * „ ently or typically reactionary. In Marx mu sled upon the impor- 

urukilicd or lower paid sections of the ^ ^agouisni between the various “** proletariat is actually Naptel ^ finds "the counter-revolu- ^ ^ ^muneouTmovcments of 

class. Yet this "proletinan conscwus- degrees of the working class exists becoming more and m ore bo urgeois; t|on wak die lumpcnproletanat allied ^ ^ dieimclves. as opposed to 

ness" does not signify a consistent irKk pcndewly of the influence of a » that this moat l»urgeoi* of all wi|h the mofta rchy. against the die orotramme* of trade union institu- 

rcvolutionaryawareness.Farfromii.lt f eM d a | inheritance: nations is apparently aiming ultimately bourgeoisie." h appear* that be or ‘Mity' organisations: that is. of 

is this strau that Engel* evidently - a native working class hat developed ■* lhe possessio n of a bourgeois rpgarded the lumpens as a more -demand* that have ipontancouiiy wnen 

means to indicate when he acknowl- | |n America) and is also lo a large artUocracy and a bourgeois proletariat rejcuomuy force than the capitalist ^ ^ ^ labour movement itself." In 

edges (in 1888) that: exten , organised in trade unions. But it alongside the bourgeoisie. For a nation clau itoe |f ckner to home, analysing par1|cu | ar ^ m^x and Engels looked 

1 must own that nowhere in the rtj ,l assumes an autocratic posture that exploit* the worid this of course it lhe p^ion of the arch-reactiooary ^ ^ exploded, unskilled 

rivilired world are the working people and wherever possible leaves the • c****'" «»**"* jusuflable. caboi^ Church, he writes. (btckwa(d) dement* of the class as 

less actively resisunt, more passively lN dinary badly paid occupations to the Victonan England "P**^" 1 ** 1 “ “In England Catholicism has ito few . |hc potential for 

submitting to fate, more bewildered, immigrants . . The immigrant* almort perfect example of what might iappw1 eT* in the two extremes of u^h-iwv -cdon. 

than in the East End of London." however are divided up into different now b* called bourgeois k»gtm»my. SO ciety. the aristocracy and thc 


It is plain by now that both Marx and 
•ngd*. in their concrete analyst* of the 


nf e.plt,ution MifTercd hy lhc re^JK- , h ,^ f u ^ tn ,., re . „ c „ « . ihc and p™.HKxi of !hc 


He contrasted this attitude with the English worker, and this aiame is suffi- 
' proletarian consciousness of the cten( lo relegate him to the back seat 
aMcaae.” The 'masses' referred to by for ^ 1 ^." (RA * emphasis.) 


class. Yet this “p 
ness" does not 
revolutionary aw 


ix this strau that Engel* evidently native working class has developed 
means to indicate when he acknowl- jj n America) and is also to a large 
edges (in 1888) (hat: extent organised in trade unions. But it 
“I must own that nowhere in the .till assumes an aristocratic posture 


than in the East End of London.' 


now be called bourgeois hegemony. society, the aristocracy and the 


out of the labour movement itself ” In 
particular, both Marx and Engels looked 
towards the mort exploited, unskilled 
(backward) element* of the class as 


revolutionary action. 
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The Red Altitude fanzine, on wk outside Old TrafTord. urges 
United supporters to join the battle against the thugs from fascist 
group Combat 18. who sparked the carnage in Dublin 11 days ago. 
And the frightening feud between the two rival groups threatens to 
turn next year s European Championship in England into a bloody 
orgy of violence. 

Yet when the News of the World faxed copies of the fanzine's anti¬ 
fascist propaganda to the police Criminal Intelligence Unit, there 
was an amazing response. Their spokesman said: M As far as we are 
concerned, whik we know of Red Action, they are not 
concentrating their efforts on football.' 

News of the World, 26/2/95 

In a photograph of Hayes' flat released by the police after his 
arrest, an AK-47 assault rifle lies on the floor, whik a copy of 
Socialist Worker lies on a chair. The juxtaposition is misleading but 
only just. The SWP is noisy but essentially harmless, hut not far to 
the left of it is an altogether more shadowy group, to which Hayes 
belonged, and to which conventional stereotypes of peace-loving 
Englishmen do not apply. This is a domestic. non-Irish organisation 
that not only endorses Republican paramilitansm but 
enthusiastically espouses the use of violence against its own polit¬ 
ical adversaries in Britain. 

Northern Ireland has long been a litmus test for the far-left: whik 
most groups from the hard kft in the Labour Party and beyond 
have traditionally paid lip-service to the cause of a United Ireland, 
all but those wishing to prove themselves "true revolutionaries'' 
hove balked at active assistance for the armed wing of the 
Republican Movement. 

The conventional wisdom, in the words of Peter Wright, author of 
Spycatchcr. is that the far left in Britain is about as threatening as 
I “a pond full of ducks", but in Red Action's case there seems to be 
some substance to the claim that the rest of the kft are imposters. 

A Scotland Yard source says that the police expectation of Red 
Action is two-fold: first that '‘there may he some forging of closer 
links with revolutionary groups on the Continent, particularly 
where those groups ure involved in violent clashes with Fascists”; 
and secondly that RA will "associate themselves with causes (other 
than Ireland| where they see potential opportunity for the 
overthrow of the British government ." 

Independent on Sunday, 29/1/1995 

The election of Derek Bcackon put the anti-racist movement to the 
test. Both Anti Fascist Action (AFA) and the Anti-Racist Alliance 
<ARA) drew the same conclusions from the rise of racism. They 
both believed that the white working class is racist and has no role 
to play in the struggle against the Nazis. 

' AFA and a handful of other similar organisations - rather than 
attempt to build a mass movement to smash the Nazis - have relied 
" on a small group of street fighters to confront the fascists. In the 
end this always leads to secretive organisation that by definition 
xcludcs the vast majority of people Small groups of people 
attacking groups of Nuzis have never smashed them as the lessons 
of the 1930s and 1970s demonstrate 

Socialist Revkw. April 1995. 

Police today condemned u football magazine featuring u chilling 
picture of u Manchester City fan apparently beaten senseless by 
thugs 

The stricken fan is pictured lying on the ground clutching his 
bleeding head, with a caption saying that he had been "met" by 
Manchester United supporters 

The kft-wing fanzine Red Attitude carries the headline "Man 
United Anti-Fascists in Action" and claims that the victim was a 
Bntish National Party sympathiser who got a taste of his own 
medicine. 

Red Attitude, linked to the left-wing Anti-Fascist Action group, is 
in bitter conflict with extreme right-wing fans’ organisations. 

Manchester Evening News, 17/4/95 

"The vkws of the Celtic fans, in particular, completely transcend 
the irrational bigotry and intolerance of the Rangers supporters who 
were interviewed. 

Unfortunately the Warks/Ckments team decided that the vkws 
expressed by the Celtic fans were not provocative enough and 
attempted to get a similarly bigoted response in order to provide 
some sort of balance' to the film. When these were not 
forthcoming they asked to be introduced to other fans." 

The Herald, 6/5/95 

Celtic Anti-Fascists response to the endeavours of the Warks/Ckments 
production team to solicit anti-protrstanl and sectarian responses from 
Celtic Tans for the Channel 4 commissioned ‘Witness' programme. Mr 
Alan dements had implied that Celtk Anti-Fascists were 
“unrepresentative".After his production team reflect on the extremdv 
hostile response that greeted them in pubs and outside Itampdrn Park. 

where they attempted to interview Celtk supporters, they might 
conclude that H k the vkws they sought that are “unrepresentative”. 

“(Red Action| should not delude themselves that (he impudent RA. 
is threatening OP's 'entire enterprise*, foe it was plain to see lhat 
the "boisterous RA cuckoo" was much to big for its Trojan Horse. 

Theoretical Magazine Open Polemic Editorial Comment, Issue 
11. April 1995 
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at Rad Action’s proof-readers 


G lasgow RA members have a soft 
•pm for their favourite fascia, a bu 
of a VOR regular, the old and extremely 
deranged Marry Muffin, who recently 
has confined himself to the poison pen. 
writing letters of hale to anyone who 
will ignore bun Red Action and AFA 
appear to he hit own particular 
favourites for vitriol At first, the lone of 


“The thing that strikes me about 
this mat Wiki** Talk I it km 
they to on about being normal 
working clou people albeit mb. yet 
if ku u the case, why ant there any 
spelling mistakes' why a it full of 
"big words " the average working 
class person wouldn't know what 
mem WHy. because its written and 
AFA are middle class student 
wankers “.(Original spelling, 
grammar and punctuation. I 
As Searchlight remarked: 

But how does the writer bum there 
art no spelling mistakes, unless he 


bum s how to spell? Could it be that 
be is a “middle class wanker " 
pretending to be working clou by 
writing illiterately ? ’ 

In 1945 George Orwell 
commented that in certain 
English circles it was considered 
‘effeminate* to spell a French 
phrase correctly. What, I wonder, 
would he (or indeed Freud) make 
of these wankers who consider it 
'sissy' to spell English phrases 
correctly? Or indeed, the Hull 
anarchists (see Letters page) who 
manage “agent provocateur" but 
stumbk over "busses"? The mind 


doing in an organisation like RA? 
However, being greeted fim with 
silence, then with total derision he 
decided that our ability to resist his 
persuasive arguments was probably due 
lo the fact thal we were either Jewish or 
just another hunch of lefty undent* 

To Harry's horror, however, some 
concerned citizens decided in lake a 
more forthright sumce recently. The old 
lunatic was spoiled m a cafe in 
Glasgow * famous Sauciehall Street, 
frantically writing his hale mail. As he 
emerged from ihc cafe, he was 
approached by a young man asking. 
“Excuse me male, hut have you got 
change of Vtp r Many, never one to ki 
an opportunity go begging . replies. 

“No. you see I'm unemployed 
before ihc old bastard can get the rest 
out. the youth replies. "You're not 
unemployed, you’re a fucking fascist 
Harry, realising thal the game was up. 
lets nui a scream ot sheer terror and 
makes a brake for it. only to he decked 
by the superior arguments of ht* 
pursuer laier. after his attacker has 
made a hasty departure. Harry struggles 
to his feet He staggers Mindly across 
ihc road, finally coming to nest against a 
parked car Suddenly.be clutches at his 
chest and slips down the side of the car 
to lie motKmlcss on ihc ground Time 
for a sharp exit! 

Hilarious, hut you had lo he there 
Rwcguiar readers of RA need nol fear 
for his health a few days later, we 
received a Idler Irom him. thanking u» 
for pursuing the debate so earnestly and 
promising to ' repay hts debts'’ Watch 
this space.. 

R eceived wisdom has it that 
law'n'order is ihc preserve of the 
far-nghi Not mi. apparently, if these 
exampks are anything to go by. In 
Manchester recently, a female asuxiate 
of Red Action was approached by two 
youths, with micni to rob. They were 
promptly gassed. In the same city, a 
Red Action member was confronted by 
a man demanding money with 
menaces; "give me your money. I have 
a gun'" “C’mon then. Id's see it" came 
the reply The discussion continued 
along the lines of "You show me yours. 
I'll give you mine" until, with a dismis¬ 
sive "Wanker" in the direction of the 
wannabe Dick Turpin, our hero went 
on hts way. his fortune intact 
Around the same time, in Birmingham, 
a Red Action member, accompanied by 
his pregnant wife.was strolling, from 
the Post Office, hav ing cashed his giro. 
Suddenly, a yixith. who they had previ¬ 
ously noticed loitering with intent, 
produced a revolver and demanded 
cash. The individual in question, who 
weighs in at a generous seventeen 
stone, charged The thief fled, clearly 
terror-stricken, firing the gun in the air. 
screaming “If* a fake, if* a lake’" 
Meanwhile, in Glasgow, a Red Action 
supporter was sitting in a pub with his 
male, having a hcer und watching ihc 
telly, when there was a blinding flash. 
Momentarily stunned, he recovered to 
find himself covered in Mood. Some 
character .who wus by now disap¬ 
pearing through the exit, had smashed 
him across the luce with a pool cue 
They immediately gave chase, first on 
foot, und then in a motor Eventually, 
they ran him down (ran down 11 As in 
ran to ground? Nope, a* in ran over >. 
I'm sure there's a moral in there 
somewhere. 



O: "So how do I join?" A: “Frightfully sorry. 

requirement" 


have a minimum height 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 

The collapse of Soviet cranmunism ha* signalled Ihc end of an cm Capitalism's golden age. 
defined by Ihc economic and pnimcal certainties of the Cold War. has turned lo crisis As a 
discipline <* the entire snaking class, mass unemptoymem is resnaed as a per m anent eondi 
lion As capitalism espanded. many reiorm* such as naUunalisataai. implemented mi nerve 
Ihc needs <d capital, also served ihc needs of society As capitalism contracts, drtndustnal 
isataai and the return to the principal «d privatisation in health, public transport, housing and 
critical No sustains Ihc profits id the wealthy directly at society's expense 
In Ihc short term, open cimlhct within and between classes is certain Ulumaicty. the chi ace 
laced wilt he gin emmet* without consent or social revolution 

l-enmism. which decrees die interest* of the working class are suhvdinalr lo the will of one 
revolutamary party, is the decisive influence on the (sr lefl An apnlngisi for the author 
lanan stale, n advertises Ihc lie thal dictatorship tic mi norm rale) can he progressive This 
betrayal mucks the theory and practice of Man and Kngcl* and any man* id independent 
wivking class initiative The surrender of Ihc political high ground lo the opponents of k*al 
•octal change has paralysed the working claw internationally 

Sectarian divisinn on ihc Icli continues lo he a craniort to a system which socialism promised 
to replace Kactions, whose immaculate programmes lor party dictatorship result m Ihc 
pursuit of goals exclusive to thrimelvcv contribute nothing to Ihr real movement of Ihc 
w.eking clam, except to help delay Ms political renaissance In all essentials reactionary, they 
are the socialist* of toe prrvniu* generation 

Anarchism, which claim* to he a libertarian alternative to leninism, could never work 
Anarchism mean* the principled i^pmitaei to Ihc exercise of any autiarrty Accordingly, 
even the most perfect democracy would he regarded by anarchism a* authoritarian as N 
mean* the imposition id a soc ial decision by a nwjonty on a minority The answer to bureau 
cralM. authority is demoen**. aulhoniy. m* the todUM* id authority 
We must start afresh 

In every country ihc working class possesses unr sinking advantage over tor capitalist* - 
numbers However, nuinhers with.a* unity and unity with.** organisation is Iree id poi* 
ical advantage The purpose of a revidutmoary working class .eg am sal ton is to raise Ihc 
wiwkmg clam to the posits* id the ruling clam To transfer political pnum irom the itumaily 
to Ihr majnmy 

I’neondtltonai democracy is tor s*de pditical tan through which toe aspirant** td toe 
map ail v can torn he exercised and made secure A rcvolulswiary organisation must always 
and everywhere represet* toe mtereris id toe movement as a whole It muu he working darn 
in instinct, cranpowin* and onentaum ll mu*i he twill in a dcmuratic manner tarn toe 
hurt.an up. rather lhan by decree from toe lop down Dweci democrats, control by working 
people over then own organic**** is toe necessary prrpon*** for toe future role «d 
w.eking people oser toe* t*wn countries 


SuppotoriQ marrtbnrtlvp tor aynarwCS Make crinquw'p o otd to Rad Acflon Vow 
reemve a subscription to ton paper. a rugdar nawaidtor and ndtoctaon <* RA 
activities Subecnptton to toe paper am cM avatabto at C3 tor 5 mum 
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